
Amazing Grace 



Today,  
we will talk about  

God’s amazing grace.   
 



The hymn Amazing Grace  
is one of the most popular and 

enduring hymn there is.   



To many the hymn  
captures the essence of  

what is meant by God’s grace.   
 



Grace  
is a topic  

most Christians  
are familiar with.   



We have heard  
countless messages on  
God’s abundance grace.  



How He has saved  
“a wretch”  

like me.  



How He has  
forgiven our sins.  



How He has  
restored our souls to 

righteousness.  



How He has  
rescued us from the  

fangs of death.   



How He has  
brought us to salvation.   



How He has  
blessed our lives.  



How He has saved me from 
troubles and problems.  



How God has  
made our life better.  



To many God grace means what 
God has done for them.  



God’s grace means  
more than these! 



This is the thread of 
messages we hear about 

God’s grace.  



So far,  
what you have heard were 
stories about God’s grace,  

but about His AMAZING GRACE 
you haven’t heard of it yet!   



The good news is today  
we will talk about  

God’s Amazing Grace.   



Christ came to save  
a wretched man like me is only 

half of the story.   



God’s amazing grace goes far 
beyond the sacrifice of Christ 

and saving of sinners.   



God’s grace is  
beyond the act of mercy and 

forgiveness.    



Have you ever asked what is so 
important about mankind and you in 
particular that the Creator came to 

die for them?  



Colossians 1:15 -20  NIV 

He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation.  
For by him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him 
and for him.  
 



Colossians 1:15 -20  NIV 

He is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together.  
And he is the head of the body, the church; 
he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy.  



Colossians 1:15 -20  NIV 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness 
dwell in him,  
and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, 
shed on the cross.  



Hebrews 2:14-16 NIV 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he 
too shared in their humanity so that by his 
death he might destroy him who holds the 
power of death—that is, the devil— 
and free those who all their lives were held 
in slavery by their fear of death.  
For surely it is not angels he helps, but 
Abraham's descendants.  



Why is God gracious to us and not 
the angels?  



The answer to this question lies in 
the full and complete story about 

God’s AMAZING GRACE.  



What is Grace ? 



Before we go further into the 
discussion of How Great and 
Amazing is the grace of God 

let us first define what is 
meant by grace.  



What is Grace 



Grace is favor, kindness, 
forgiveness and mercy.  It is a 
favor rendered by one who is 

not required to do so. 



I went to research on the internet websites to 
find out what most ministers preach and say 

about grace.  I found this website.  



It says:  “When a person works an 
eight-hour day and receives a fair 

day’s pay for his time, that is a wage.  



When a person competes with an 
opponent and receives a trophy for his 

performance, that is a prize.  



When a person receives appropriate 
recognition for his long service or high 

achievements, that is an award. 
 



But when a person is not capable of earning a 
wage, can win no prize, and deserves no reward 
- yet receives such a gift anyway - that is a good 

picture of God’s unmerited favor.” 
 



This is what most ministers 
preach when they talk about the 

grace of God.   



In fact, it is a terrible definition of 
grace.  The notion that grace is 

something that we don’t have to 
work for is a grievous error.  



Understanding Grace 
 



Unfortunately, the concept of 
divine salvation by grace has 
become one of Christianity’s 

most misunderstood concept.   



We often hear of preachers 
pronouncing the phrases “we 
are not under law but under 

grace.”  



This phrase gives a false 
impression that Christians don’t 

need to keep God’s laws.   



This afternoon, we will try to 
examine the concept of grace in 

the salvation process and 
separate biblical truth from 

fiction.  



Our salvation depended on the right 
and true understanding of God’s grace.  

As a Christian we need to know the 
proper role of grace in the salvation 

process.  



God is gracious – He is kind, 
merciful and loving.  That is who 
God is.  God wants everyone to 

be saved.  



2 Peter 3:9   NIV 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 



So what is Grace in the 
context of salvation?  



Why Salvation? 
 



What then is salvation 
and why do we need it?  

What is salvation?  



Salvation means  
to be saved  



To be saved from what?   



“Saved from death.”  



Why saved from death?   



Death is a consequence. 



Death is a consequence – 
it is a penalty of breaking 

God’s laws. 



God said to Adam and 
Eve in ..... 



Genesis 2:15-17   NIV 

The LORD God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work it and take  
care of it.  
And the LORD God commanded the man, "You 
are free to eat from any tree in the garden;  
but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat 
of it you will surely die."  



The day they broke 
God’s law they sinned 

against God and reaped 
the penalty of death.  



Romans 5:12-14 NIV 

Therefore, just as sin entered the 
world through one man, and death 
through sin, and in this way death 
came to all men, because all sinned—
for before the law was given, sin was 
in the world.  



Romans 5:12-14 NIV 

But sin is not taken into account when 
there is no law. Nevertheless, death 
reigned from the time of Adam to the 
time of Moses, even over those who did 
not sin by breaking a command, as did 
Adam, who was a pattern of the one to 
come. 



Ezekiel 18:20  NIV 

The soul who sins is the one who will die. 
The son will not share the guilt of the 
father, nor will the father share the guilt 
of the son. The righteousness of the 
righteous man will be credited to him, 
and the wickedness of the wicked will be 
charged against him.  



James 1:15  NIV 

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
gives birth to death.  



Romans 6:23  NIV 

For the wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.  



Why do we need 
salvation?  



It is because we all have 
sinned against God and 

have earned for ourselves 
the death penalty.  



Paul said in Romans 3:23: 
“All sinned and have fallen 
short…”  This death is the 

result of disobedience 
against God’s moral laws.  



This is what Paul said in 
Ephesians 2:1-3. 



Ephesians 2:1-3  NIV 

As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins, in which you used 
to live when you followed the ways of this 
world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 
the air, the spirit who is now at work in 
those who are disobedient.  



Ephesians 2:1-3  NIV 

All of us also lived among them at one 
time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful 
nature and following its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
objects of wrath. 



Out of God’s mercy and 
abundant love, we were 
rescued from death.  We 
have been saved by God’s 

grace.  



Not because we have done 
something extraordinarily 
deserving but it is purely 

on the basis of God’s 
grace.  



Paul said in Romans 6:23: 
“The wages of sin is death 

(that is justice from the 
governing law), but the gift of 

God is life eternal (that is 
grace to you).”  



Salvation means to be saved 
from the death penalty of sin. 



Operation of Grace 
 



What is the operational 
relationship between law, sin 

and grace?  Paul clearly 
explained this relationship in his 

Epistle to the Romans.  Let’s 
consider: 

 



Law is the standard of God’s 
righteousness 



Romans 2:6-15    NIV 
God "will give to each person according to what 
he has done."  
To those who by persistence in doing good seek 
glory, honor and immortality, he will give 
eternal life.  
But for those who are self-seeking and who 
reject the truth and follow evil, there will be 
wrath and anger.  



Romans 2:6-15    NIV 
There will be trouble and distress for every 
human being who does evil: first for the Jew, 
then for the Gentile;  
but glory, honor and peace for everyone who 
does good: first for the Jew, then for the 
Gentile.  
For God does not show favoritism.  



Romans 2:6-15    NIV 
All who sin apart from the law will also perish 
apart from the law, and all who sin under the 
law will be judged by the law.  
For it is not those who hear the law who are 
righteous in God's sight, but it is those who 
obey the law who will be declared righteous.  



Romans 2:6-15    NIV 
(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the 
law, do by nature things required by the law, 
they are a law for themselves, even though 
they do not have the law,  
since they show that the requirements of the 
law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts now accusing, now even defending 
them.)  



Sin is the transgression  
of the law 



Romans 2:23    NIV 

You who brag about the law, do you dishonor 
God by breaking the law?  



1 John 3:4  NIV 

Everyone who sins breaks the 
law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.  



Where there is no law,  
there is no sin.  



Romans 4:15   NIV 

because law brings wrath. And 
where there is no law there is no 

transgression.  



Romans 7:8   NIV 

But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded 
by the commandment, produced in me 
every kind of covetous desire. For apart 

from law, sin is dead.  



Grace does not abolish the law. 
Lest it be lawlessness 



Romans 7:7   NIV 

What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? 
Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known 
what sin was except through the law. For I 
would not have known what coveting really 
was if the law had not said, "Do not covet."  



Let’s examine 
the logic:  

 



A. Where there is no law there is no sin.   
(If there is no law there is nothing to violate and 
transgress.  Therefore, if there is no law there is 
no lawlessness)   
 



B. Consequently, where there is no sin 
there is no need for grace.  (If there is no sin 

or violation of the law, there is nothing to pardon.  
For if there is no offense there is no need for 
forgiveness)  

 



C. Therefore, grace operates only when 
the law is in operation.    
 



In short, a righteous man doesn’t need unmerited pardon.  
Right?  Unmerited pardon only applies to criminals.  
Right?  When there is no law, there is no criminal and 
subsequently there is no need for unmerited pardon.  
Right?   

 



Workings of Grace 
 



Law and grace work on 
different planes.  The law with 

its corresponding penalties 
kills.  The wages of sin is 

death. Romans 6:23.  



Romans 6:23   NIV 

For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  



But the grace of God saves.  
How does grace work?  God 
has provided another way to 

righteousness apart from  
the law. 



Romans 3:21-26.  Christ died 
for sinners.  He paid the death 
penalty (redeemed us by His 
own blood) in our stead.  Now, 
we are set free (by 
redemption) from the penalty 
of death.   



Romans 3:21-26   NIV 
But now a righteousness from God, apart from 
law, has been made known, to which the Law 
and the Prophets testify.  
This righteousness from God comes through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is 
no difference,  
Rom 3:23  for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God,  



Romans 3:21-26   NIV 
and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  
God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, 
through faith in his blood. He did this to 
demonstrate his justice, because in his 
forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished— 



Romans 3:21-26   NIV 

he did it to demonstrate his justice 
at the present time, so as to be 
just and the one who justifies 
those who have faith in Jesus.  



Does it mean that we can commit 
sin again?  The answer is in 

Romans 6:1-2.  Certainly not, Paul 
declared!   



Grace is granted upon a 
person’s change of heart and 

way of life.  



God does not forgive us so 
that all can become sinners all 

over again.  



Rather, grace is dependent 
upon our desire to become 

one with Him in righteousness. 
Romans 6:3-5.     



Romans 6:3-5   NIV 
Or don't you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death?  
We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of 
the Father, we too may live a new life.  



Romans 6:3-5   NIV 
 If we have been united with him like this in his 
death, we will certainly also be united with him 
in his resurrection. 



Example, a criminal has been 
pardoned and set free.  Can he 

commit a crime again, or shall the 
state abolish all the laws so that 

none shall become criminal?  



Of course not!  A criminal is 
pardoned upon his good 

behavior and his desire to be 
an obedient citizen of the 
country.  1 John 3:4-10. 



1 John 3:4-10  NIV 
Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness.  
But you know that he appeared so that he 
might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.  
No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No 
one who continues to sin has either seen him 
or known him.  



1 John 3:4-10  NIV 
Dear children, do not let anyone lead you 
astray. He who does what is right is righteous, 
just as he is righteous.  
He who does what is sinful is of the devil, 
because the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy the devil's work.  



1 John 3:4-10  NIV 
No one who is born of God will continue to sin, 
because God's seed remains in him; he cannot 
go on sinning, because he has been born of 
God. This is how we know who the children of 
God are and who the children of the devil are: 
Anyone who does not do what is right is not a 
child of God; nor is anyone who does not love 
his brother.  



God has provided a way to make 
us righteous again before Him.  
Grace operates in a different 

dimension with the law.  Violation 
of the law kills, but the 

application of grace saves.  



Grace does not ignore the law.  
For grace to have its effect, law 

has to be enforced.  Without 
the law, grace is meaningless.  



Price of Grace 
 



God’s grace is not absolutely 
free.  God’s grace comes 

with a stiff price.  That price 
was the life of His One and 

only Begotten Son.  



Christ died in our stead.  He 
took our sins and He died for 
you and me.  He redeemed 
us from the penalty of sin 

which is death. 



That is God’s grace towards 
us.  1 Corinthians 6:19. You 
were bought with a price. 



1 Corinthians 6:19    NIV 

Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in 
you, whom you have received from 
God? You are not your own;  



How could one avail of the 
grace of God?  



Is grace free or do we need 
to do something 



Paul, the most authoritative 
person to talk about grace 
being a recipient of grace 

himself said in  
Ephesians 2:8-9 



“For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” 



Two-Part Process 
 



Let’s now examine the passage 
in question. Ephesians 2:8-9 
says, ‘We are saved by grace 
through faith in Christ Jesus.’  



What is this verse saying?  



How do we understand it?   



Unless someone inserts his 
private interpretation, there is 
really nothing in this verse that 

sounds puzzling.  



We just have to read the 
sentence carefully.  



The sentence comes in two 
parts.   



The first part says, ‘saved by 
grace’; and the second part says 
‘through faith in Christ Jesus.’ 



The first part of the equation is 
grace.   

Grace is from God.  



Grace is purely  
God’s prerogative.   



We cannot and do not, in anyway, 
form or shape, participate, 

convince, persuade, influence, or 
more so induce God at any time, or 

in any circumstance to be  
merciful to us.  



It was purely of God’s 
personal prerogative. 



Yes,  there’s nothing that we 
have done that requires God to 
be merciful and gracious unto 

us.   



God took it upon Himself to 
show grace, kindness, mercy 

and love  
towards us.  



Grace is a unilateral act of love 
from God.   



1 John 4:19  NIV 

We love because he first 
loved us.  



In the case of Paul, what did Paul do 
for God to be gracious to him, to 
show him mercy and leniency?  



Nothing of Paul’s murderous deeds 
deserved any mercy, yet God in His 

own prerogative showed mercy  
to Paul.  



That is what Paul was trying to 
communicate by saying that we are 
saved by grace and not by our works 

lest anyone boast.   



Grace is God’s private and 
personal prerogative.  



How then do we access the  
grace of God?   



The answer is through faith in 
Jesus Christ. This is the second 

part of the sentence. We have to 
believe that God sent His Son to  

die in your place.  



We have to acknowledge that He 
is our Savior.  



Then turn around, repent and 
start a new life in complete faith 

and obedience to God.  



True faith is manifested by living 
a life of unquestioned obedience 

to God. 



True faith is evidenced by good 
works; otherwise faith would be 

insincere and salvation would 
not have been possible. James 

said faith without works is dead; 
James 2:20.  



James 2:20    NIV 

You foolish man, do you want 
evidence that faith without 

deeds is useless?  



Grace is an act of God.   



Grace is God’s prerogative.   



Faith, on the other hand, is our 
response to God’s grace in the 

salvation process.  



We are saved through our faith in 
Christ by living a life of obedience 

to God.   God’s grace can be 
accessed through our faith in  

Jesus Christ.  



God’s grace makes salvation 
possible and attainable.  Our faith 

makes salvation accessible.    



It is likened to God giving out 
bottled water to the thirsty, but you 

have to go to him to get the free 
bottled water.  



God had opened the door to 
salvation; that is by grace.  We 

just have to walk through it; that 
is by faith.  



Paul concluded: Therefore being 
justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our  
Lord Jesus Christ.  



Through Him we also have 
access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice 
on the hope of the glory of God. 



And not only this, but we glory 
in afflictions also, knowing that 
afflictions work out patience….” 

Romans 5:1-3  



Romans 5:1-3    NIV 

Therefore, since we have been justified through 
faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ,  
through whom we have gained access by faith 
into this grace in which we now stand. And we 
rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  
 



Romans 5:1-3    NIV 

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope.  
And hope does not disappoint us, because God 
has poured out his love into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he has given us 



Process of Salvation 
 



When Peter was asked about 
salvation this was what he said 

in Acts 2:38: “Repent and be 
baptized!”  Therefore, the 
process of salvation is as 

follows: 
 



1. Acknowledge the existence 
of an Almighty God 

 



2. Acknowledge the enforcement 
of the Ten Commandments - God’s 
moral laws 

 



3. Acknowledge our sins as 
transgressions of God’s laws 

 



4. Acknowledge that we are 
sinners and in need of salvation 
 

 



5. Acknowledge Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God who has redeemed us 
by His blood 
 

 



6. Acknowledge the grace that is 
offered through the sacrifice of 
Christ  
 

 



7. Repentance of sin 
 

 



8. Baptism for the remission  
    of  sins 
 

 



9. Receive the Holy Spirit as a  
    guarantee deposit of eternal life  
 

 



Grace is God’s sending His one and only 
begotten Son to die for you and to 

forgive you of your sins. Faith is your 
belief in Him, and to follow Him by 

keeping His commandments.   
 



We know that Christ came to 
die for our sins and by His 

blood we are saved.   
 



That unmerited pardon of 
forgiveness is called grace.   

 



The question is why such 
grace?   

 



The reason why people do not 
understand what grace is – is 

because they do not know God.  
They have no concept of the extent 

of God’s love for us.  



The concept of grace is anchored 
upon God’s plan for humanity – 
you and me – the very reason of 

our being alive. 1 John 3:1-3. 



1 John 3:1-3    NIV 

How great is the love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we 
are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him.  



1 John 3:1-3    NIV 

Dear friends, now we are children of 
God, and what we will be has not yet 
been made known. But we know that 
when he appears, we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is.  



1 John 3:1-3    NIV 

Everyone who has this hope in him 
purifies himself, just as he is pure.  



Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians provides 
the insight.  Here, Paul detailed the 
extent of God’s love towards us in 

accordance with His divine purpose  
and will. .  



In this exposition, you will know the 
reason why. It is all about God’s love. 
God is love.  This love stems from His 
divine purpose of making you a son.  



He is gracious to adopt us as His 
children into His family.  That is grace 

emanating from God’s love.   
Ephesians 1:3-6.  



Ephesians 1:3-6    NIV 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  
For he chose us in him before the creation of the 

world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  
 



Ephesians 1:3-6    NIV 

In love he predestined us to be adopted as his 
sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 

pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious 
grace, which he has freely given us in the  

One he loves.  
 



The revelation is clear.  God wants to 
bring many sons unto glory.  

Hebrews 2:10-11. 



Hebrews 2:10-11   NIV 

In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that 
God, for whom and through whom everything 

exists, should make the author of their salvation 
perfect through suffering.  

 



Hebrews 2:10-11   NIV 

Both the one who makes men holy and those who 
are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is 

not ashamed to call them brothers.  
 



That is the source of grace!   
Of all God’s creation, we are chosen to 

be adopted as His children into the 
family of God to become His heirs.  



Romans 8:16-17  NIV 

The Spirit himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are God's children.  

 



Romans 8:16-17  NIV 

Now if we are children, then we are 
heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we share in his 
sufferings in order that we may also 

share in his glory.  
 



My friends,  that is the 
Amazing Grace of God!  



When humanity – His children - sinned 
against Him and have fallen into the 

death penalty, God the Father sent His 
begotten son, Jesus Christ – our elder 

brother - into the world to  
save the world.  



For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 

- John 3:16 - 



This is salvation. 



Grace is beyond the act of 
forgiveness and mercy.  



GRACE is bestowing upon us – 
mortals – the opportunity for 

immortality – to become a child in 
the Kingdom of God, to become an 
heir of God and co-heirs with Christ 
and to partake of His divine nature.  



2 Peter 1:3-4   NIV 

His divine power has given us 
everything we need for life and 

godliness through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and 

goodness.  



2 Peter 1:3-4   NIV 

Through these he has given us his very 
great and precious promises, so that 
through them you may participate in 

the divine nature and escape the 
corruption in the world caused  

by evil desires.  



That is  
God’s Amazing 

Grace! 



Humanity lost this 
gracious privilege when 
Adam and Eve sinned 

against God.  



Yet, because of God’s 
love, He opened again 
the way to salvation.  



This time, He sent His Son as 
a ransom for us all.  Because 
of this grace, we now have 

access to salvation all  
over again.  



All of this for free – by God’s 
own choice.  



We only need to believe, 
repent of our sins and try not 
to sin again but rather walk in 

righteousness. 


