
Loving the Lord 



As a new calendar year begins, 
we want everyone to live a 
blessed life filled with joy and 
godliness.  



God wants us to live a life of 
spiritual fulfillment and 
fascination.  



We all devote a lot of time, 
resources and energy pursuing 
worldly necessities and 
pleasures.  



Consider how we are consumed 
by career, hobby, interest and 
relationships. 



These physical pursuits have 
always taken precedent over 
our spiritual life.  Yet, we all 
know that to love the Lord with 
all our heart is a Christian duty. 



Now, in three separate 
ocassions Jesus had an 
interesting discourse with the 
teachers of the law.  



The accounts are recorded in 
the gospels of Matthew, Mark 
and Luke.  



Mat 22:34  Hearing that Jesus had 
silenced the Sadducees, the 
Pharisees got together.  
Mat 22:35  One of them, an expert 
in the law, tested him with this 
question:  
Mat 22:36  "Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the 
Law?"  



Mat 22:37  Jesus replied: "'Love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.' 
Mat 22:38  This is the first and 
greatest commandment. 



Mat 22:39  And the second is like 
it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 
Mat 22:40  All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two 
commandments." 



In this account, an expert in the 
law asked Jesus on what was the 
greatest commandment in the law.  



Jesus replied saying: ‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your 
mind.’ In this instance, Jesus gave 
them a straight reply. 



Luk 10:25  On one occasion an 
expert in the law stood up to test 
Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?"  
Luk 10:26  "What is written in the 
Law?" he replied. "How do you 
read it?" 



Luk 10:27  He answered: "'Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your 
mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.'"  
Luk 10:28  "You have answered 
correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this 
and you will live." 



On a separate occasion, another 
expert in the law asked Jesus what 
must a man do to inherit eternal 
life.  



Jesus answered the man with 
another question asking him: what 
is written in the law and how do 
you read it?  The expert in the law 
apparently knew the answer. 



He recited the answer to Jesus 
saying: ‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’ 
and, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 



Jesus replied: “You have answered 
correctly. Do this and you will live.”  



The interesting point in this account 
is that answer came from the 

expert in the law and not from 
Jesus. 



Mar 12:28  One of the teachers of the 
law came and heard them debating. 
Noticing that Jesus had given them a 
good answer, he asked him, "Of all the 
commandments, which is the most 
important?"  
Mar 12:29  "The most important one," 
answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 



Mar 12:30  Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your 
strength.' 
Mar 12:31  The second is this: 'Love 
your neighbor as yourself.' There is no 
commandment greater than these." 



Mar 12:32  "Well said, teacher," the 
man replied. "You are right in saying 
that God is one and there is no other 
but him.  
Mar 12:33  To love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding and 
with all your strength, and to love your 
neighbor as yourself is more important 
than all burnt offerings and sacrifices."  



Mar 12:34  When Jesus saw that he had 
answered wisely, he said to him, "You 
are not far from the kingdom of God." 
And from then on no one dared ask him 
any more questions.  



In this instance, the teacher of the law 
completely agrees with Jesus that the 
most important commandment in the 

law “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. 



Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ 



Many professing Christians believed 
and taught that this teaching is a brand 
new commandment coming from Jesus.  



But then everyone of Jesus’ audience – 
the Pharisees, Sadducees and common 

Jews are quite familiar with it. 



They all know this particular verse by 
heart.  To the Jews this verse is called 

the “SHEMA.” It is recorded in 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5. 



Deu 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one.  
Deu 6:5  Love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength.  



Many churches and ministers teach that 
this greatest commandment of loving the 
Lord, together with its sister command to 

love your neighbor, replaced the 10 
commandments of God. 



This is a grievous error and a 
misunderstanding of the most basic of 

scripture.   



The Shema 
Have you heard 
of the Jewish 
word “Shema?” 
In English, the 
Shema means 
“hear.”  



It comes from the first word of 
Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear O Israel, the Lord 

is our God, the Lord is One” (Shema 
Yisrael Adonai eloheinu Adonai ehad).  



The Shema is an affirmation of Jewish 
faith in the Almighty God. The Shema is 

separate from the obligation to pray; and 
a Jew is obligated to say the Shema twice 

a day - in the morning and at night.  



Shema is often the first section of 
scripture that a child learns.  Therefore, 
even a small Jewish child, a grade school 

boy or girl, knows this verse by heart. 



The Jews recite the shema by 
pronouncing each word very carefully 

and cover their eyes with their right hand 
as in deep devotion.  



It is a verse that they memorize by heart.  
Parts of the Shema are written in a piece 
of scroll and place in a leather pouch tied 

to the forehead and forearm during 
prayer called Tefillin.  



The “Shema” consists of three portions.  
Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 11:13-21, and 
Numbers 15:37-41.   But, the main 
portion is in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, “Hear, O 
Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord. 
Deu 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one.  
Deu 6:5  Love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength. 



Deu 6:6  These commandments that I 
give you today are to be upon your 
hearts.  
Deu 6:7  Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up. 



Deu 6:8  Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads.  
Deu 6:9  Write them on the doorframes 
of your houses and on your gates. 



Deu 11:13  So if you faithfully obey the 
commands I am giving you today—to 
love the LORD your God and to serve him 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul— 
Deu 11:14  then I will send rain on your 
land in its season, both autumn and 
spring rains, so that you may gather in 
your grain, new wine and oil. 



Deu 11:15  I will provide grass in the 
fields for your cattle, and you will eat 
and be satisfied.  
Deu 11:16  Be careful, or you will be 
enticed to turn away and worship other 
gods and bow down to them. 



Deu 11:17  Then the LORD's anger will 
burn against you, and he will shut the 
heavens so that it will not rain and the 
ground will yield no produce, and you will 
soon perish from the good land the LORD 
is giving you.  
Deu 11:18  Fix these words of mine in 
your hearts and minds; tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on 
your foreheads. 



Deu 11:19  Teach them to your children, 
talking about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up.  
Deu 11:20  Write them on the 
doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates, 



Deu 11:21  so that your days and the days 
of your children may be many in the land 
that the LORD swore to give your 
forefathers, as many as the days that the 
heavens are above the earth. 



Deu 11:21  so that your days and the days 
of your children may be many in the land 
that the LORD swore to give your 
forefathers, as many as the days that the 
heavens are above the earth. 



Num 15:37  The LORD said to Moses,  
Num 15:38  "Speak to the Israelites and 
say to them: 'Throughout the generations 
to come you are to make tassels on the 
corners of your garments, with a blue 
cord on each tassel. 



Num 15:39  You will have these tassels to 
look at and so you will remember all the 
commands of the LORD, that you may 
obey them and not prostitute yourselves 
by going after the lusts of your own 
hearts and eyes. 



Num 15:40  Then you will remember to 
obey all my commands and will be 
consecrated to your God.  
Num 15:41  I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of Egypt to be your 
God. I am the LORD your God.'" 



To love God with heart, soul, and might; 
to remember all commandments and 

instruct the children therein; to recite the 
words of God when retiring or rising; to 

bind those words on the arm and the 
head, and to inscribe them on the door-

posts and on the city gates.” 



So, the greatest commandment of the 
law is not a new command.  Jesus was 

not giving a new commandment as 
others erroneously believed. 



The Shema has always been there and 
the Jews knew it by heart.  But, as much 

as they recite it everyday; they do not 
actually practice it.   



What Is To Love The Lord 
 

If we believe we have to love the Lord 
with all our hearts; then we ought to 

pursue it in our lives.  



So today we ask: How should we love the 
Lord with all our hearts, soul, strength 

and mind?  



Any volunteer?  



What does it mean to love the Lord with 
all our hearts, with all our soul, with all 
our strength and with all our mind, and 
how do we go about accomplishing it? 



Let us look at this scripture more closely.  
We can break down the scripture into 5 

parts; namely: 



1. What is to love the Lord with all our 
hearts? 



The word ‘heart’ is from the Latin word 
“Kardia.”  The heart is the seat of our 

emotion, feeling, affection and devotion.  



The command is to love the Lord with all 
our affection and only to Him should we 

offer our devotion and worship.  



This is akin to the first commandment of 
the law that is: “there shall be no other 

God before me. “ Exodus 20:3. 
 

Exo 20:3  "You shall have no other gods 
before me.     



Many things compete with our love for 
God; career, money, fame, family, friends, 

relationships and others.  



And very often God is relocated to the 
bottom of the list.  The world has many 
enticing things to offer and vie for our 

attention and devotion. 



Jesus once said in Luke 16:13, “No one 
can serve two masters. Either you will 

hate the one and love the other, or you 
will be devoted to the one and despise 

the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money.”  



Luk 16:13  "No servant can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to 
the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and Money." 



The command is to love the Lord only, 
solely from the bottom of our heart and 

only to him do we serve. 



2. What is to love the Lord with all our 
soul? 



The soul rendered here is the Latin word 
“Psuche” (pronounce psoo-khay). 

“Psuche” means “breath.”  



Which means vitality and life.  This 
means we are to love the Lord with every 

breath of our life.  This is how Paul 
presents this in Acts 17:24-28.   



Act 17:24  "The God who made the world 
and everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in temples 
built by hands.  
Act 17:25  And he is not served by human 
hands, as if he needed anything, because 
he himself gives all men life and breath 
and everything else.  



Act 17:26  From one man he made every 
nation of men, that they should inhabit 
the whole earth; and he determined the 
times set for them and the exact places 
where they should live.  
Act 17:27  God did this so that men 
would seek him and perhaps reach out 
for him and find him, though he is not far 
from each one of us. 



Act 17:28  "For in him we live and move 
and have our being.' As some of your 
own poets have said, 'We are his 
offspring.'  



God is our Creator.  He gives us breath 
and life.  As His children, we ought to love 

Him with our whole being – with our 
every breath and existence. 



3. What is to love 
the Lord with all our 
strength? 



The Latin word for strength is “Ischus.”  
It means ability, might and power.  



The verse is telling us that our labor, 
work, action and deeds must reflect our 

love for the Lord.  Paul wrote in 
Colossians 1:9-11.   

 



Col 1:9  For this reason, since the day we 
heard about you, we have not stopped 
praying for you and asking God to fill you 
with the knowledge of his will through 
all spiritual wisdom and understanding.  
Col 1:10  And we pray this in order that 
you may live a life worthy of the Lord 
and may please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, 
growing in the knowledge of God,  



Col 1:11  being strengthened with all 
power according to his glorious might so 
that you may have great endurance and 
patience, and joyfully  



Yes, we ought to live a life worthy of our 
Christian calling.  Jesus said in  

Matthew 5:16:  



Mat 5:16  In the same way, let your light 
shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father 
in heaven. 



We must manifest our love for the Lord 
not only by words but by our good 

deeds.   



4. What is to love the Lord with all 
our mind? 



The ‘mind’ is from the Greek word 
“Dianoia,” meaning deep thought and 
understanding.  The mind is the center 

of our rational thinking 



The mind is the seat of logic, reason and 
wisdom.  The command is to love God 
with all our thoughts.  God is not only 
the guide to our emotions and actions 

but to our thoughts as well.  



The mind is where we rationally and 
logically differentiate what is right and 

what is wrong.  



Understanding what is right produces 
wisdom.  Therefore, the scripture says:  
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

wisdom.  Psalm 111:10. 
 
Psa 111:10  The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom; all who follow his 
precepts have good understanding. To 
him belongs eternal praise.  



Therefore, we are to love the Lord with 
our heart fully devoted to Him, with 

every breath of our soul, with the 
strength of our labor and with every 

thought of our mind.  We ought to love 
the Lord our God with our whole being! 



5.     How To Love the Lord? 



Nice to know what is meant to love the 
Lord with our heart, soul, strength and 

mind, right?  



But, the more important question is: 
How to love the Lord with all that we’ve 

got?  How are we supposed to do it?  



We know that what was expressed as 
the greatest commandment of the law is 

the “Shema.”  



The all-important verse is found in 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5.  How are we to love 
the Lord is detailed in the subsequent 
verses 6-9. 
 
Deu 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one.  
Deu 6:5  Love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength.  



Deu 6:6  These commandments that I 
give you today are to be upon your 
hearts.  
Deu 6:7  Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get 
up.  



Deu 6:8  Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads.  
Deu 6:9  Write them on the doorframes 
of your houses and on your gates.  



Verse 6:  “These commandments that I 
give you today are to be on your hearts.”  
This is how we love the Lord by putting 

His commandments on our hearts. 



Verse 7: “Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home 

and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when  

you get up.”  



This is how to love the Lord with all our 
soul, our breath and life, our whole 

being.  No only do we live and breathe 
it, but also by teaching our children to 

abide in them as well. 



Verse 8-9: “Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates.”  That is how 
we love the Lord with all our strength 

and mind. 



Keep The Commandments 



What is to love the Lord?  How do we 
show our love for Him?  Verse 5 says: “to 

love the Lord is to keep the 
commandments.” What commandments 

are these you might ask.  



These commandments are the 10 
commandments of God.  Notice the 

following verses in the Book of 
Deuteronomy: 



Deu 4:1  Hear now, O Israel, the decrees 
and laws I am about to teach you. Follow 
them so that you may live and may go in 
and take possession of the land that the 
LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving 
you.  
Deu 4:2  Do not add to what I command 
you and do not subtract from it, but 
keep the commands of the LORD your 
God that I give you. 



Deu 4:6  Observe them carefully, for this 
will show your wisdom and 
understanding to the nations, who will 
hear about all these decrees and say, 
"Surely this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people."  
Deu 4:7  What other nation is so great as 
to have their gods near them the way 
the LORD our God is near us whenever 
we pray to him?  



Deu 4:8  And what other nation is so 
great as to have such righteous decrees 
and laws as this body of laws I am 
setting before you today?  
Deu 4:9  Only be careful, and watch 
yourselves closely so that you do not 
forget the things your eyes have seen or 
let them slip from your heart as long as 
you live. Teach them to your children 
and to their children after them.  



Deu 5:1  Moses summoned all Israel and 
said: Hear, O Israel, the decrees and laws 
I declare in your hearing today. Learn 
them and be sure to follow them.  
Deu 5:2  The LORD our God made a 
covenant with us at Horeb.  
Deu 5:3  It was not with our fathers that 
the LORD made this covenant, but with 
us, with all of us who are alive here 
today. 



Deu 5:4  The LORD spoke to you face to 
face out of the fire on the mountain.  
Deu 5:5  (At that time I stood between 
the LORD and you to declare to you the 
word of the LORD, because you were 
afraid of the fire and did not go up the 
mountain.) And he said:  



Deu 5:6  "I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 
of slavery.  
Deu 5:7  "You shall have no other gods 
before me.  
Deu 5:8  "You shall not make for yourself 
an idol in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the 
waters below.  



Deu 5:9  You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I, the LORD 
your God, am a jealous God, punishing 
the children for the sin of the fathers to 
the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate me,  
Deu 5:10  but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love 
me and keep my commandments.  



Deu 5:11  "You shall not misuse the 
name of the LORD your God, for the 
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who 
misuses his name.  
Deu 5:12  "Observe the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy, as the LORD your God 
has commanded you.  
Deu 5:13  Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work,  



Deu 5:14  but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you 
shall not do any work, neither you, nor 
your son or daughter, nor your 
manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, 
your donkey or any of your animals, nor 
the alien within your gates, so that your 
manservant and maidservant may rest, 
as you do.  



Deu 5:15  Remember that you were slaves in 
Egypt and that the LORD your God brought 
you out of there with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your 
God has commanded you to observe the 
Sabbath day.  
Deu 5:16  "Honor your father and your 
mother, as the LORD your God has 
commanded you, so that you may live long 
and that it may go well with you in the land 
the LORD your God is giving you.  



Deu 5:17  "You shall not murder.  
Deu 5:18  "You shall not commit adultery.  
Deu 5:19  "You shall not steal.  
Deu 5:20  "You shall not give false testimony 
against your neighbor.  
Deu 5:21  "You shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife. You shall not set your desire 
on your neighbor's house or land, his 
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, 
or anything that belongs to your neighbor."  



Deu 5:32  So be careful to do what the LORD 
your God has commanded you; do not turn 
aside to the right or to the left.  
Deu 5:33  Walk in all the way that the LORD 
your God has commanded you, so that you 
may live and prosper and prolong your days 
in the land that you will possess.  



Deu 6:1  These are the commands, decrees 
and laws the LORD your God directed me to 
teach you to observe in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to possess,  
Deu 6:2  so that you, your children and their 
children after them may fear the LORD your 
God as long as you live by keeping all his 
decrees and commands that I give you, and 
so that you may enjoy long life.  



Deu 6:3  Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey 
so that it may go well with you and that you 
may increase greatly in a land flowing with 
milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of 
your fathers, promised you.  
Deu 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, 
the LORD is one.  
Deu 6:5  Love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength.  



Deu 6:6  These commandments that I give 
you today are to be upon your hearts.  
Deu 6:7  Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down 
and when you get up.  



Deu 6:8  Tie them as symbols on your hands 
and bind them on your foreheads.  
Deu 6:9  Write them on the doorframes of 
your houses and on your gates.  



Deu 6:24  The LORD commanded us to obey 
all these decrees and to fear the LORD our 
God, so that we might always prosper and be 
kept alive, as is the case today.  
Deu 6:25  And if we are careful to obey all this 
law before the LORD our God, as he has 
commanded us, that will be our 
righteousness."  



Deu 10:12  And now, O Israel, what does the 
LORD your God ask of you but to fear the 
LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love 
him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul,  
Deu 10:13  and to observe the LORD's 
commands and decrees that I am giving you 
today for your own good?  



Deu 11:1  Love the LORD your God and keep 
his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his 
commands always.  



Deu 11:12  It is a land the LORD your God 
cares for; the eyes of the LORD your God are 
continually on it from the beginning of the 
year to its end.  
Deu 11:13  So if you faithfully obey the 
commands I am giving you today—to love the 
LORD your God and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul— 



Deu 11:14  then I will send rain on your land 
in its season, both autumn and spring rains, 
so that you may gather in your grain, new 
wine and oil.  
Deu 11:15  I will provide grass in the fields for 
your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied.  
Deu 11:16  Be careful, or you will be enticed 
to turn away and worship other gods and 
bow down to them.  



Deu 11:17  Then the LORD's anger will burn 
against you, and he will shut the heavens so 
that it will not rain and the ground will yield 
no produce, and you will soon perish from 
the good land the LORD is giving you.  
Deu 11:18  Fix these words of mine in your 
hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on 
your hands and bind them on your foreheads.  



Deu 11:19  Teach them to your children, 
talking about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up.  
Deu 11:20  Write them on the doorframes of 
your houses and on your gates,  
Deu 11:21  so that your days and the days of 
your children may be many in the land that 
the LORD swore to give your forefathers, as 
many as the days that the heavens are above 
the earth.  



Deu 11:22  If you carefully observe all these 
commands I am giving you to follow—to love 
the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways 
and to hold fast to him— 
Deu 11:23  then the LORD will drive out all 
these nations before you, and you will 
dispossess nations larger and stronger than 
you.  



Deu 11:24  Every place where you set your 
foot will be yours: Your territory will extend 
from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 
Euphrates River to the western sea.  
Deu 11:25  No man will be able to stand 
against you. The LORD your God, as he 
promised you, will put the terror and fear of 
you on the whole land, wherever you go.  



Deu 11:26  See, I am setting before you today 
a blessing and a curse— 
Deu 11:27  the blessing if you obey the 
commands of the LORD your God that I am 
giving you today;  
Deu 11:28  the curse if you disobey the 
commands of the LORD your God and turn 
from the way that I command you today by 
following other gods, which you have not 
known.  



Yes, to love the Lord is to keep and obey His 
commandments.  Notice what Jesus said 

during His ministry: 



1. Matthew 19:17 “Why do you ask me 
about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is 

only One who is good. If you want to enter 
life, keep the commandments.”   

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19:17&version=NIV


2. John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my 
commands.” 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:15&version=NIV


3. John 14:21 “Whoever has my 
commands and keeps them is the one who 

loves me. The one who loves me will be loved 
by my Father, and I too will love them and 

show myself to them.”  
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:21&version=NIV


  
4. John 15:10 “If you keep my commands, 

you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commands and remain  

5. in his love.” 
  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15:10&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15:10&version=NIV


  
5. 1 John 5:3 “For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments: and his 

commandments are not grievous.” 
  

http://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-John-5-3/


  
The 10 commandments are commandments 

of love.  The first 4 commands refer to the 
love for God and the next 6 commands for 

the love of our neighbor.  Thus, Jesus said: all 
the laws and the prophets hang on these two 

(2) commandments. Matthew 22:40. 
 

Mat 22:40  All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments." 

  



What does God require of us? The scripture 
says: to fear the Lord your God, to walk in 

obedience to him, to love him, to serve the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul, and to observe the Lord’s 
commands and decrees that I am giving you 

today for your own good.   
Deuteronomy 10:12-13. 

  



Deu 10:12  And now, O Israel, what does the 
LORD your God ask of you but to fear the 
LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love 
him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul,  
Deu 10:13  and to observe the LORD's 
commands and decrees that I am giving you 
today for your own good?  
  



It is the Shema.  Every Jew knew this by heart 
and recites these verses twice a day.  The 

problem with the Jews of Jesus days was that 
they mouthed it but didn’t practice it.   



Thus, Jesus on one occasion chastised them 
calling them hypocrites: “Isaiah was right 

when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as 
it is written: “These people honor me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me.”  

Mark 7:6-13.  



The essence of what Jesus was trying to tell 
to the Jews is for them to actually keep the 

commandments of the Lord.  



Mar 7:6  He replied, "Isaiah was right when 
he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is 
written: "'These people honor me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
Mar 7:7  They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are but rules taught by men.' 



Mar 7:8  You have let go of the commands of 
God and are holding on to the traditions of 
men." 
Mar 7:9  And he said to them: "You have a 
fine way of setting aside the commands of 
God in order to observe your own traditions! 



Mar 7:10  For Moses said, 'Honor your father 
and your mother,' and, 'Anyone who curses 
his father or mother must be put to death.' 
Mar 7:11  But you say that if a man says to his 
father or mother: 'Whatever help you might 
otherwise have received from me is Corban' 
(that is, a gift devoted to God), 



Mar 7:12  then you no longer let him do 
anything for his father or mother. 
Mar 7:13  Thus you nullify the word of God by 
your tradition that you have handed down. 
And you do many things like that." 



In closing, I want to highlight the decree that 
we ought to love the Lord.  God requires us to 
love Him with all our heart, soul, strength and 
mind.  In Tagalog it is translated as “Ibigin mo 
si Yahweh na iyong Diyos nang buong puso, 

buong kaluluwa at buong lakas.”  



In colloquial language it is: Ibigin mo ang 
Diyos sa puso, sa salita at sa gawa.   



It is not an outrageous request for God to 
demand our undivided love.  The reason is 

God loved us first with the same intensity and 
extent.  



God loved us with all His heart, strength and 
mind.  This is what John wanted to 

communicate to us in his great epistle.   



John said that God loved us first.  He did this 
by sending His son as a sacrifice for sin.  Yes, 
God loves us with all His heart, with all His 

strength and with all His mind.  He came up 
with this great plan of salvation for you and 
me that required the blood of His One and 

Only Son. 



What kind of a love is that!  Jesus said in John 
15:12-14: “My command is this: Love each 

other as I have loved you. Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one’s life  

for one’s friends.  



Joh 15:12  My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. 
Joh 15:13  Greater love has no one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends. 
Joh 15:14  You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 



You are my friends if you do what I 
command.”  Jesus laid down His life for us!  

What is how He loved us! 



In turn He asked that we love Him and The 
Father with the same intensity – with all our 
hearts, soul, strength and mind – with our 
whole being as He loved us!  In the same 

breathe, if we love Him with ought to love the 
children of God – we ought to love one 

another which is the second great command.  



Thus, John wrote 1 John 4:7-21 and 1 John 
5:1-2.  
 
1Jn 4:7  Dear friends, let us love one another, 
for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God.  
1Jn 4:8  Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love.  
1Jn 4:9  This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son into 
the world that we might live through him.  
 



1Jn 4:10  This is love: not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
1Jn 4:11  Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another.  
1Jn 4:12  No one has ever seen God; but if we 
love one another, God lives in us and his love 
is made complete in us.  
1Jn 4:13  We know that we live in him and he 
in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.  
1Jn 4:14  And we have seen and testify that 
the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of 
the world.  
 



1Jn 4:15  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God lives in him and he in 
God.  
1Jn 4:16  And so we know and rely on the 
love God has for us. God is love. Whoever 
lives in love lives in God, and God in him.  
1Jn 4:17  In this way, love is made complete 
among us so that we will have confidence on 
the day of judgment, because in this world 
we are like him.  
 



1Jn 4:18  There is no fear in love. But perfect 
love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love.  
1Jn 4:19  We love because he first loved us.  



1Jn 4:20  If anyone says, "I love God," yet 
hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who 
does not love his brother, whom he has seen, 
cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  
1Jn 4:21  And he has given us this command: 
Whoever loves God must also love his 
brother.  



1Jn 5:1  Everyone who believes that Jesus is 
the Christ is born of God, and everyone who 
loves the father loves his child as well.  
1Jn 5:2  This is how we know that we love the 
children of God: by loving God and carrying 
out his commands.  



And, finally it boils down to this one verse: 1 
John 5:3 “In fact, this is love for God: to keep 

his commands. And his commands are not 
burdensome.” 



What is to love the Lord with all your hearts, 
with all your soul, with all your strength and 

with all your mind?  



The simple answer is in Deuteronomy 6:5-9. 
 
Deu 6:5  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength.  
Deu 6:6  These commandments that I give you today are to 
be upon your hearts.  
Deu 6:7  Impress them on your children. Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up.  
Deu 6:8  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them 
on your foreheads.  
Deu 6:9  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and 
on your gates.  

 


