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EDITORIAL

If you are among those who worship the God of the Bible, there 

is one important aspect contained in the sacrifice of Christ that 

you need to understand and benefit from. While the vast majority 

of believers focused their attention on the redemptive power of 

His sacrifice, few seem to recognize the benefits that can be 

availed of in this present life as a result of Jesus suffering and 

death. This involves physical benefit that few have taken 

advantage of because they failed to recognize that it is part of the 

package that goes with Jesus' death. And we are talking of 

physical healing. 
How does healing have to do with the suffering of Christ? The 

prophet Isaiah foretold the manner of the Saviour's death. Notice: 

Surely He took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 

considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and 

by his wounds we are healed (Isaiah 53:4-5). 
In his letter to the Corinthian church, Paul reprimanded them in 

the way they observe the Passover saying, “Therefore, whoever 

eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the 

Lord. A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread 

and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 

recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 

himself. That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a 

number of you have fallen asleep (die)” (1 Corinthians 11:26-30).
Jesus' sacrifice not only paved the way for our direct access to 

God the Father, it also allow us access to the healing powers of 

the Creator Himself. David said: Praise the LORD, O my soul, and 

forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your sins and heals all 

your diseases (Psalms 103:2-3).
Medical science may have come up with highly advance 

methods in contending with all kinds of illness, and this is good for 

humanity. And, just as your friendly physician gives you 

instruction for your medication to be effective, the same principle 

applies with divine healing. James wrote: Is any one of you sick? 

He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint 

him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith 

will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has 

sinned, he will be forgiven (James 5:14-15). The sacrifice of 

Christ carries with it the benefits of physical wellness - the 

unwavering faith that it truly works is our end of the deal.

(Request for a FREE copy of the booklet “The Miracle of Healing”)
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“Oh, how I love thy law!”—is a remarkable statement by David in expressing his love and adoration for God 
and His laws. Yet, David's statement may be considered irrelevant in today's Christianity because God's grace has 

been commonly accepted as good enough to be saved. Does God's grace then nullify His laws? How important 
then is God's law because Jesus still insisted that He didn't come to abolish it? (Matthew 5:17) Is the difference 
between God's law and His grace scripturally discernable? Are both reconcilable? What exactly is so amazing 

about God's laws that David jubilantly declared it lovable?

by Winston S. Co

oving God's law is seldom heard among many after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to 
Christian communities, if ever mentioned at all! do.'” Yes, “how I love thy law, oh God!”LAll Christians—followers of Christ—ought to 

love God's laws. Jesus said in John 15:14, “If you love me, Psalm 119
keep my commands.” The hallmark of a follower of Christ Psalm 119 is the longest psalm as well as the longest 
is one who keeps the commandments of God. chapter in the Bible with its 176 verses. Psalm 119 is an 
We know that God loves us. But, how do we love Him? alphabetic acrostic psalm in the Bible. Its 176 verses are 

The answer is in 1 John 5:3, “In fact, this is love for God: to divided into twenty-two stanzas, one stanza for each letter 
keep his commands. And his commands are not of the Hebrew alphabet. The name of God appears twenty-
burdensome.” And, how does God know who loves Him? four times.
Again, the answer is in John 14:21, “Whoever has my There is a tradition that King David used this psalm to 
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The teach his young son Solomon the alphabet—but not just 
one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too the alphabet for writing letters: the alphabet of the spiritual 
will love them and show myself to them.” Therefore, if we life.
love God we ought to love His law. We will go through some portions of this Psalm to draw 
We love the law because we love God. John wrote “We on the magnificent expressions for the love of God's laws.

know that we have come to know him if we keep his 
1commands. Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do Blessed are those who live without blame. They live in 

2what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that keeping with the law of the Lord. Blessed are those who 
person;” 1 John 2:3-4. We love God that is why we love the obey his covenant laws. They trust in him with all their 

3law! hearts. They don't do anything wrong. They live as he 
4David exclaimed, “How I love thy law!” David was in no wants them to live. You have given me rules that I must 

5wise a perfect man. He had many grievous sins and faults obey completely. I hope I will always stand firm in 
6before God, yet he loved God with all his heart, soul and following your orders. Then I won't be put to shame when 

7mind, and he loved God's laws as a lamp that guides his I think about all of your commands. I will praise you with 
feet. God knew David's heart and he was accredited as a an honest heart as I learn about how fair your decisions 
man after God's own heart. Acts 13:22, “God testified 8are. I will obey your orders. Please don't leave me all 
concerning him: 'I have found David son of Jesse, a man alone.
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103Beth you yourself have taught me. Your words are very sweet 
9 104How can a young person keep his life pure? By living in to my taste! They are sweeter than honey to me. I gain 

10keeping with your word. I trust in you with all my heart. understanding from your rules. So I hate every path that 
11 sinners take.Don't let me wander away from your commands. I have 

hidden your word in my heart so that I won't sin against 
12 Nunyou. Lord, I give praise to you. Teach me your orders. 

10513 Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way. It is With my lips I talk about all of the decisions you have 
10614 like a light that guides me. I have taken an oath. I have made. Following your covenant laws gives me joy just as 

15 promised to follow your laws, because they are right. great riches give joy to others. I spend time thinking 
11116 Your covenant laws are your gift to me forever. They fill about your rules. I consider how you want me to live. I 

112my heart with joy. I have decided to obey your orders to take delight in your orders. I won't fail to obey your word.
113the very end. I hate people who can't make up their 

114
Gimel minds. But I love your law. You are my place of safety. 

17 You are like a shield that keeps me safe. I have put my hope Be good to me, and I will live. I will obey your word. 
18 in your word.Open my eyes so that I can see the wonderful truths in 

19your law. I'm a stranger on earth. Don't hide your 
20 Pecommands from me. My heart is filled with longing for 

12921 Your covenant laws are wonderful. So I obey them. your laws at all times. You correct proud people. They are 
130When your words are made clear, they bring light. They under your curse. They wander away from your 

13122 bring understanding to childish people. I open my mouth commands. I obey your covenant laws. So don't let evil 
23 and pant like a dog, because I long to know your people laugh at me or hate me. Even if rulers sit together 

132commands. Turn to me and show me your favor. That's and tell lies about me, I will spend time thinking about 
13324 what you've always done for those who love you. Teach your orders. Your covenant laws are my delight. They 

me how to live as you have promised. Don't let any sin be give me wise advice.
my master. 

144Your covenant laws are always right. Help me to He
33 understand them. Then I will live.Lord, teach me to follow your orders. Then I will obey 

34them to the very end. Help me understand your law. Then 
35 Sin and ShinI will follow it and obey it with all my heart. Teach me to 

164Seven times a day I praise you for your laws, because live as you command, because that makes me very happy.
165they are right. Those who love your law enjoy great 

166peace. Nothing can make them trip and fall. Lord, I wait Heth
16757 for you to save me. I follow your commands. I obey your Lord, you are everything I need. I have promised to obey 
16858 covenant laws, because I love them greatly. I obey your your words. I have looked to you with all my heart. Be 

59 rules and your covenant laws, because you know all about kind to me as you have promised. I have thought about 
how I live.the way I live. And I have decided to follow your covenant 

60laws. I won't waste any time. I will be quick to obey your 
Tawcommands.

169Lord, may you hear my cry. Give me understanding, 
170just as you said you would. May you hear my prayer. Mem

17197 Save me, just as you promised. May my lips pour out Lord, I really love your law! (How I love thy law, oh 
17298 praise to you, because you teach me your orders. May Lord) All day long I spend time thinking about it. Your 

my tongue sing about your word, because all of your commands make me wiser than my enemies, because your 
17399 commands are right. May your hand be ready to help me, commands are always in my heart. I know more than all 

174because I have chosen to obey your rules. Lord, I long of my teachers do, because I spend time thinking about 
175100 for you to save me. I take delight in your law. Let me live your covenant laws. I understand more than the elders 

101 so that I can praise you. May your laws keep me going. do, because I obey your rules. I've kept my feet from 
176Like a lost sheep, I've gone down the wrong path. Come every path that sinners take so that I might obey your 

102 and look for me, because I haven't forgotten to obey your word. I haven't turned away from your laws, because 

commands. say: God's grace is greater than all our sins. God is able and 
freely willing to forgive all our sins. Thus, the law no 

Psalm 119 is a wonderful psalm. It expresses our love for longer applies to New Testament Christians. The 
God and His commands. quotation is correct but the understanding is wrong. That is 

what Peter said ignorant and unstable people do. 
The Problem Paul said it was a misquotation and a misunderstanding, 
Many will try to convince and persuade you that God's and he never meant it that way. In fact, condemnation 

laws are no longer enforced today and are no longer awaits these people who claimed they are doing away with 
required to be kept by Christians. They will argue that the the laws of God. Paul in his conclusion about the matter 
law does not save you. Instead the law kills. Many said in Romans 3:31 “Do we then nullify the law by this 
Christian denominations associate God's command—the faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. “ 
Ten Commandments in particular—with sin and death. The misunderstanding came from Romans 5:20-21, “The 
They claim that the law causes mankind to sin and sin law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But 
brings death. where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, 
Rather, they claim salvation is by faith through grace in just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign 

Christ Jesus. Many believe they are perfectly alright with through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus 
grace and are happy to live without God's laws. Many have Christ our Lord.” What did Paul mean by this statement? 
abandoned God's laws in favor of God's grace. Does he mean that anyone can go on sinning with 
They conveniently found a problem with the law. Jesus, impunity against God's laws and be saved because God's 

Paul and all the other Apostles had no problem with the grace is greater than all our sins? Of course not! Paul 
law. The real problem lies in the understanding between meant that when the law, referring to the 10 
the law of God and grace of God. They do not cancel out commandments, was encoded people are now cognizant 
each other. It is not grace versus law. In fact, the law and of their sins—otherwise they would not have known they 
grace compliment each other. It is law and grace that work were sinning against God. Therefore, when the 
together to bring people to salvation. recognition of sin increases (that is meant by sin increases) 

more people will come to God and their sins will be 
The Book of Romans forgiven them upon their repentance (that is meant by 
The Book of Romans is not an easy book to read better yet grace increases all the more). 

understand. Peter wrote about Paul's writing in this Thus, Paul emphatically reiterated in Romans 6:1-2, 
manner (2 Peter 3:10-18). All the Apostles, including Paul “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that 
and Jesus encourage people to live holy and godly lives. grace may increase? By no means! We are those who have 
That is the central theme of the gospel. Some ignorant and died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” 
unstable people twist and distort the writings of Paul to How should we approach the Book of Romans in order to 
their own destruction by teaching about lawlessness. They understand the great treatise of Paul? There are two 
tell people that the law of God had been abolished and no fundamental truths that a reader must understand; they 
longer to be kept. These men Peter said are going towards are:
their own destruction. The wise should not follow them! 1. Paul was writing to the church in Rome. He was 
To prove this point, Paul wrote about it in Romans 3:5-8, writing to Christian converts who know and keep the law. 

5 Notice Romans 1:7-8, “To all in Rome who are loved by “But if our unrighteousness brings out God's 
God and called to be his holy people.” And, Romans 7:1, righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? That God 
“Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking is unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I am using a human 

6 to those who know the law—that the law has authority argument.) Certainly not! If that were so, how could God 
7 over someone only as long as that person lives?” judge the world? Someone might argue, “If my falsehood 

2. Paul was writing from his personal experience as one enhances God's truthfulness and so increases his glory, 
8 who received grace from God. Romans 15:17-19, why am I still condemned as a sinner?” Why not say—as 

“Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus (AB) in my service to some slanderously claim that we say—“Let us do evil that 
God. (AC) I will not venture to speak of anything except good may result”? Their condemnation is just!”
what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the During the apostolic times some people falsely claimed 
Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done—by that Paul said: let us do evil that good may result. This is 
the power of signs and wonders, through the power of the the same rhetoric we hear in many liberal churches that 
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Psalm 119 is a wonderful psalm. It expresses our love for longer applies to New Testament Christians. The 
God and His commands. quotation is correct but the understanding is wrong. That is 

what Peter said ignorant and unstable people do. 
The Problem Paul said it was a misquotation and a misunderstanding, 
Many will try to convince and persuade you that God's and he never meant it that way. In fact, condemnation 

laws are no longer enforced today and are no longer awaits these people who claimed they are doing away with 
required to be kept by Christians. They will argue that the the laws of God. Paul in his conclusion about the matter 
law does not save you. Instead the law kills. Many said in Romans 3:31 “Do we then nullify the law by this 
Christian denominations associate God's command—the faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. “ 
Ten Commandments in particular—with sin and death. The misunderstanding came from Romans 5:20-21, “The 
They claim that the law causes mankind to sin and sin law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But 
brings death. where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, 
Rather, they claim salvation is by faith through grace in just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign 

Christ Jesus. Many believe they are perfectly alright with through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus 
grace and are happy to live without God's laws. Many have Christ our Lord.” What did Paul mean by this statement? 
abandoned God's laws in favor of God's grace. Does he mean that anyone can go on sinning with 
They conveniently found a problem with the law. Jesus, impunity against God's laws and be saved because God's 

Paul and all the other Apostles had no problem with the grace is greater than all our sins? Of course not! Paul 
law. The real problem lies in the understanding between meant that when the law, referring to the 10 
the law of God and grace of God. They do not cancel out commandments, was encoded people are now cognizant 
each other. It is not grace versus law. In fact, the law and of their sins—otherwise they would not have known they 
grace compliment each other. It is law and grace that work were sinning against God. Therefore, when the 
together to bring people to salvation. recognition of sin increases (that is meant by sin increases) 

more people will come to God and their sins will be 
The Book of Romans forgiven them upon their repentance (that is meant by 
The Book of Romans is not an easy book to read better yet grace increases all the more). 

understand. Peter wrote about Paul's writing in this Thus, Paul emphatically reiterated in Romans 6:1-2, 
manner (2 Peter 3:10-18). All the Apostles, including Paul “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that 
and Jesus encourage people to live holy and godly lives. grace may increase? By no means! We are those who have 
That is the central theme of the gospel. Some ignorant and died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” 
unstable people twist and distort the writings of Paul to How should we approach the Book of Romans in order to 
their own destruction by teaching about lawlessness. They understand the great treatise of Paul? There are two 
tell people that the law of God had been abolished and no fundamental truths that a reader must understand; they 
longer to be kept. These men Peter said are going towards are:
their own destruction. The wise should not follow them! 1. Paul was writing to the church in Rome. He was 
To prove this point, Paul wrote about it in Romans 3:5-8, writing to Christian converts who know and keep the law. 

5 Notice Romans 1:7-8, “To all in Rome who are loved by “But if our unrighteousness brings out God's 
God and called to be his holy people.” And, Romans 7:1, righteousness more clearly, what shall we say? That God 
“Do you not know, brothers and sisters—for I am speaking is unjust in bringing his wrath on us? (I am using a human 

6 to those who know the law—that the law has authority argument.) Certainly not! If that were so, how could God 
7 over someone only as long as that person lives?” judge the world? Someone might argue, “If my falsehood 

2. Paul was writing from his personal experience as one enhances God's truthfulness and so increases his glory, 
8 who received grace from God. Romans 15:17-19, why am I still condemned as a sinner?” Why not say—as 

“Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus (AB) in my service to some slanderously claim that we say—“Let us do evil that 
God. (AC) I will not venture to speak of anything except good may result”? Their condemnation is just!”
what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the During the apostolic times some people falsely claimed 
Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done—by that Paul said: let us do evil that good may result. This is 
the power of signs and wonders, through the power of the the same rhetoric we hear in many liberal churches that 
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Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all the way around to part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 
14Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. It For sin shall no longer be your master (the death penalty 

has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where has been lifted), because you are not under the law 
Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on (released from the death penalty of the law), but under 
someone else's foundation. Further explained in 1 Timothy grace. (you have been pardoned)

151:15-15, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save law but under grace? By no means! (The law was not 
sinners —of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason abolished by continue to exist)

16I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to 
Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you 
example for those who would believe in him and receive obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, 
eternal life.” or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 

17But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves 
Law and Grace to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern 
What did Paul wrote about the workings of the law and of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 

18grace in his great epistle to the Romans? Here is what Paul You have been set free from sin and have become slaves 
said and wrote about the relationship between law and to righteousness. 

19grace in Romans chapters 6 and 7: I am using an example from everyday life because of 
your human limitations. Just as you used to offer 

Romans 6 yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing 
1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to 

grace may increase? righteousness leading to holiness. 
2

20By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the 
can we live in it any longer? control of righteousness. 

3
21Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into What benefit did you reap at that time from the things 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 
4

22We were therefore buried with him through baptism into But now that you have been set free from sin and have 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. holiness, and the result is eternal life. 

5
23For if we have been united with him in a death like his, For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
like his. 

6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so Romans 7
7that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! 

we should no longer be slaves to sin— Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin was had it 
7because anyone who has died has been set free from sin. not been for the law. For I would not have known what 

(meaning set free from the penalty of sin which is death) coveting really was if the law had not said, “You shall not 
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also covet.” 

8live with him. But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the 
9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, commandment, produced in me every kind of coveting. 

he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. For apart from the law, sin was dead. 
10 9The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life Once I was alive apart from the law; but when the 

he lives, he lives to God. commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive (convicted by the awareness of the law)

10to God in Christ Jesus. I found that the very commandment that was intended to 
12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that bring life actually brought death. (because of sin)

11you obey its evil desires. For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the 
13Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument commandment, deceived me, and through the 

of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those commandment put me to death. 
12who have been brought from death to life; and offer every So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 

righteous and good. 6. Salvation = Law + Grace (Salvation by grace is not 
13 the absence of law. Rather, it is the pardon applied to Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no 

violation of the law. Therefore, law and grace works means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be 
together to bring us to salvation) recognized as sin, it used what is good to bring about my 
7. Salvation = God + Man (The salvation process has death, so that through the commandment sin might 

two parties; God and man. Both has a role in the salvation become utterly sinful.
process)Consider these:
8. Salvation = (Law + Grace) + (Faith + Deeds) The Ÿ The Law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 

law and grace come from God. God gives the moral righteous and good.
standard of righteous and He also provides a way of Ÿ Where there is no law there is no sin 
justification by grace. That is the role of God. The role of Ÿ The Law was put in place to identify sin
man is to have deeds in accordance with the law and access Ÿ Sin is “the transgression of the law” 
the grace though faith in Christ Jesus.Ÿ The Penalty of sin is death 

Ÿ We were set free from the penalty of sin and death 
Once you come to understand this truth the salvation when Christ paid for it by taking our place at the 

process becomes clear and you will come to understand cross
the working relationship between God's law and His Ÿ We are justified by faith in Christ Jesus
grace.
Now, consider 1 John 3:4-10, “Everyone who sins breaks Questions:

the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. But you know that he 1. Is the law sin? Is the law a mistake? Is the law the 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is problem for human sin? The answer is NO! The law being 
no sin. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one righteous brings us to an awareness of sin. And the 
who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. awareness of sin brings us to Christ!
Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one 
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 2. Shall we continue to commit sin because we are 
The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the under grace? The more we sin the greater the grace of 
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the God? The answer is BY NO MEANS! We died to sin 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No through Christ. We cannot longer continue to live in sin!
one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's 
seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because Summation
they have been born of God. This is how we know who the It is amazing and inspiring to understand and appreciate 
children of God are and who the children of the devil are: the relationship and workings between the law and grace. 
Anyone who does not do what is right is not God's child, The law and grace works together to bring us towards 
nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.”salvation. The law is righteous and its role is to identify 
Finally, the words of encouragement from 1 Peter 1:13-sin. Grace operates when sin exists. When there is no sin, 

16. “Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, there is no need for mercy and forgiveness, no need for 
set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus unmerited pardon and grace. Therefore, God's grace 
Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do operates in an environment when God's law gets violated. 
not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in Now, allow me to express the salvation process in a simple 
ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy equation:
in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
To be holy and righteous before God you need to love the 1. Law = Good and Righteous 

law. David after all was right! Let us love the Lord with all 2. Sin = Transgression of the Law
our heart, with all our soul and with all our mind by 3. Sin = Death (the penalty of sin is death)
expressing our love for His laws. Indeed, the words of 4. Grace = Unmerited Pardon
Psalm 119:97-98 (NKJV), “Oh, how I love Your law! It is 5. No Law = No Sin = No Grace (when there is no law, 
my meditation all the day. You, through Your there is no sin and where there is no sin there is no need for 
commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For unmerited pardon—for there is nothing to pardon at all. 
they are ever with me.” AGTherefore, when we say that we are saved by grace then in 

the same breath we need to admit that the law is enforced.)
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Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all the way around to part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 
14Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. It For sin shall no longer be your master (the death penalty 

has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where has been lifted), because you are not under the law 
Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on (released from the death penalty of the law), but under 
someone else's foundation. Further explained in 1 Timothy grace. (you have been pardoned)

151:15-15, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the 
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save law but under grace? By no means! (The law was not 
sinners —of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason abolished by continue to exist)

16I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to 
Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you 
example for those who would believe in him and receive obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, 
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17But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves 
Law and Grace to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern 
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death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. holiness, and the result is eternal life. 
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23For if we have been united with him in a death like his, For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
like his. 

6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so Romans 7
7that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! 
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16. “Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, there is no need for mercy and forgiveness, no need for 
set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus unmerited pardon and grace. Therefore, God's grace 
Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do operates in an environment when God's law gets violated. 
not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in Now, allow me to express the salvation process in a simple 
ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy equation:
in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
To be holy and righteous before God you need to love the 1. Law = Good and Righteous 
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our heart, with all our soul and with all our mind by 3. Sin = Death (the penalty of sin is death)
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they are ever with me.” AGTherefore, when we say that we are saved by grace then in 

the same breath we need to admit that the law is enforced.)
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A new trend has emerged and is beginning to socially resonate––questioning one's gender identity. Essentially, this 
pertains to people confused about their sexual disposition and considering alternative genders––becoming 

“transgender.” The notion of an individual not sexually identifying with their biological reproductive assignment at 
birth is gaining momentum. How and why is this “gender dysphoria” happening?

any have heard of the most recent transgender provocative way––offering perhaps, modern, progressive, 
news about Bruce Jenner becoming the and subtle ideas to certain males in the public who “feel” Mwoman he “felt” he should have been for many like women; and it can now be suggested they can satiate 

years. Today he goes by the name of Caitlyn Jenner, and these impulses by putting something on (makeup) when 
has become the “poster person” of this invigorated and the “mood” strikes, and remove it when the “feeling” 
infused transgender revolution. passes. By using boys to market make-up, this opens a 
This Decathlon Gold Metal winner of the 1976 Summer whole new liberal minded consideration for “gender 

Olympics was considered the epitome of masculinity. His fluidity” to be appeased and normalized––or so it is that 
face was all over many of the social magazines at the time, some would want you to believe!
including tens of thousands of boxes of Wheaties. Later in Currently, this “transgender” movement has caused a lot 
life he was married and divorced three different times from of debate from the confusion it presents. Already, some 
some very beautiful women, one of whom was the former political skirmishes have occurred over how to manage 
Kris Kardashian. public bathrooms. There has been a lot of resistance 
All of his former wives claimed he was a “man's man.” All concerning whether a man who “feels” like a woman 

of them had only the most glowing comments and stories should be allowed into the women's bathroom, when 
of their years of marriage with him as a husband, father, biologically he's a male. And this applies in reverse as 
and stepfather to all the children under his care. So, you well––after all, a women standing at the urinal in the men's 
can't help but wonder, how does this happen? What causes bathroom would obviously be rather odd––don't you 
someone who seems so comfortable in his or her own skin think?
to come to doubt their “God-given” sexual anatomy?
We see this gender dysphoria beginning to gain So What Are We Missing?

acceptance and now becoming legitimized by the fashion Many are unaware that modern research into this 
industry embracing male models made up to look phenomenon of transgenderism CENTERS ON 
effeminate. For example, most recently, Cover Girl PROMOTING THE IDEA that gender and our biological 
announced for the first time it would use a male model to assignment are two different things to keep in mind. This is 
advertise its line of products––Mr. James Charles a most important premise to recognize. A recent pamphlet 
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/cover-girlboy- published by the American Psychological Association 
james-charles us 57fbf36ee4bob6a43034bd60). Let me (APA) states:
reiterate—James is not a girl; he is a young man willing to “Sex is assigned at birth, refers to one's biological status 
be made up to look effeminate, using Cover Girl cosmetics as either male or female, and is associated primarily with 
for its advertising. physical attributes such as chromosomes, hormone 
Maybelline, not wanting to be outdone, hired a male prevalence, and external and internal anatomy. Gender 

model named Manny Gutierrez as its brand representative. refers to the socially constructed roles, behaviors, 
Manny is also willing to be used for advertising activities, and attributes that a given society considers 
Maybelline's line of cosmetic products, competing with appropriate for boys and men, or girls and women. These 
Cover Girl. Let me be clear: neither of these young men, as influence the ways that people act, interact, and feel about 
far as I know, identify as females. themselves. While aspects of biological sex are similar 
The point is, this just goes to prove the fashion industry is across different cultures, aspects of gender may differ.”

beginning to “push the envelope” of femininity in a rather This idea, of separating the a) biological assignment at 

birth from the b) gender expression, advances and help sort through this twisted and entangled “gender 
promotes the acceptance that we can be a boy/man, or maze.” It was primarily designed to help students and 
girl/woman biologically, but our gender expression can be professors better understand the “differences” that exist 
socially constructed––it is separate––it has nothing to do among people and how they identify and express their 
with our biology. This allows justification that we can be a gender in relationship to their biological natal, or sexual 
male, but act and feel like a female (or vice versa), birth assignment. It's both surprising and astonishing. Take 
depending on how we've been influenced by our social s o m e  t i m e  a n d  v i e w  t h e  d o c u m e n t  h e r e :  
environment. http://www.zerohedge.com/news/2017-02-06/lbbtqia
Ann Oakley initially wrote about this concept, regarding Clearly, this movement is growing, and if you are not 

the distinctions of our sex and gender in 1972. She wrote a “sensitive” to the needs of this approximate 0.6 percent 
book titled Sex, Gender, and Society. This book, along with segment of the population (ref. Williams Institute 2016 
a few others in the 1970s, presented this consideration: that Study), well––you are just simply labeled clueless and 
gender is a product of social influence––that “two need psychological help for your insensitivity and 
sexes”––this concept––is the result of the combination of pinheaded outlook. Sadly, this is exactly what some of the 
“socially constructing” that reality. At the time, this was more tolerant and embracing individuals want you to 
considered a progressive view that was defining new believe; and that's now being advanced by the progressive 
boundaries and bringing into consideration new minded groups promoting this “segmented” portion of the 
definitions and views of how to look at “gender LGBTQ movement!
expression”––an incremental change of paradigm, Gender fluidity is an important concept to accept and 
affording us a new avenue to consider from what was embrace in the transgender world, if you want to 
accepted as the norm within the sciences of psychology understand the logic behind this “gender dysphoria.” And 
and the psychiatric community. the logic goes something like this: Some individuals 
Obviously, this leads one to consider that if this new view experience conflict between their a) biological assignment 

is true, it should then be possible to “deconstruct” the and b) gender identity. If this struggle drives them into 
social norms of two sexes—that of distinct male and significant distress, or diminished social and/or 
female––destroy this binary relationship of distinctive sex occupational functions directly underscored by this gender 
roles, and become a genderless, androgynous society, confusion, obviously then, there is some psychological 
where biological sexual assignment has no relevance to trauma the individual is experiencing––this anguish is 
any sexual difference. We become one and the considered “gender dysphoric.”
same––asexual––embracing each other as equals, and if In the 5th edition of the American Psychiatric 
necessary, finding alternative ways to reproduce, or Associations “Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
perhaps completely stop the reproduction of the human Disorders” (or DSM-5), gender dysphoria is defined and 
species. Obviously, I'm being hyperbolous, but confirmed as this “incongruence between one's 
nonetheless, it's plainly undeniable when framed in this experienced/expressed gender and assigned gender,” but 
new paradigm. including a “clinically significant distress of impairment in 
We may attempt to dismiss this “gender fluid” approach social, occupational, or other important areas of 

or outlook and try to marginalize it, but clearly, it is functioning.” With that said, what is “key” in defining 
becoming much more attractive than one might realize or gender dysphoria is the degree of the struggle––when it 
like to admit. An example of this is Facebook's acceptance becomes distressing, causing a degree of anguish––then it 
of this popular, all embracing move back in 2014, when is considered to be abnormal and now defined as gender 
they began to offer 56 different ways––that's right, 56 dysphoric.
different ways a subscriber might describe an alternative Now, combine this current acceptance into mainstream 
gender, as opposed to the standard binary description of social science, defined as a mental disorder by the DSM-5 
simply male or female. I'm not kidding. Facebook explains document, along with the ideas presented in some of the 
this allows the user to “feel comfortable being your true, more modern day proposals that gender can be socially 
authentic self,” which in today's world is vitally engineered, and you have a means by which to recognize 
important––that of having the freedom to express one's how an environment can be rationalized to nurture 
gender as one “feels.” concessions as “therapeutic” against what would appear to 
The Virginia Commonwealth University's office of be the natural and normal resistance to this 

Multicultural Affairs recently published an LGBTQQIAPP incongruity––this struggle against gender confusion.
Terminology Guide to help assist with a variety of labels to Obviously, keeping this logic in mind––that we can 

by Bill Watson

April - June 2017

The New Trend:

A Growing Gender Revolution



8 9Armor of God

A new trend has emerged and is beginning to socially resonate––questioning one's gender identity. Essentially, this 
pertains to people confused about their sexual disposition and considering alternative genders––becoming 

“transgender.” The notion of an individual not sexually identifying with their biological reproductive assignment at 
birth is gaining momentum. How and why is this “gender dysphoria” happening?

any have heard of the most recent transgender provocative way––offering perhaps, modern, progressive, 
news about Bruce Jenner becoming the and subtle ideas to certain males in the public who “feel” Mwoman he “felt” he should have been for many like women; and it can now be suggested they can satiate 

years. Today he goes by the name of Caitlyn Jenner, and these impulses by putting something on (makeup) when 
has become the “poster person” of this invigorated and the “mood” strikes, and remove it when the “feeling” 
infused transgender revolution. passes. By using boys to market make-up, this opens a 
This Decathlon Gold Metal winner of the 1976 Summer whole new liberal minded consideration for “gender 

Olympics was considered the epitome of masculinity. His fluidity” to be appeased and normalized––or so it is that 
face was all over many of the social magazines at the time, some would want you to believe!
including tens of thousands of boxes of Wheaties. Later in Currently, this “transgender” movement has caused a lot 
life he was married and divorced three different times from of debate from the confusion it presents. Already, some 
some very beautiful women, one of whom was the former political skirmishes have occurred over how to manage 
Kris Kardashian. public bathrooms. There has been a lot of resistance 
All of his former wives claimed he was a “man's man.” All concerning whether a man who “feels” like a woman 

of them had only the most glowing comments and stories should be allowed into the women's bathroom, when 
of their years of marriage with him as a husband, father, biologically he's a male. And this applies in reverse as 
and stepfather to all the children under his care. So, you well––after all, a women standing at the urinal in the men's 
can't help but wonder, how does this happen? What causes bathroom would obviously be rather odd––don't you 
someone who seems so comfortable in his or her own skin think?
to come to doubt their “God-given” sexual anatomy?
We see this gender dysphoria beginning to gain So What Are We Missing?

acceptance and now becoming legitimized by the fashion Many are unaware that modern research into this 
industry embracing male models made up to look phenomenon of transgenderism CENTERS ON 
effeminate. For example, most recently, Cover Girl PROMOTING THE IDEA that gender and our biological 
announced for the first time it would use a male model to assignment are two different things to keep in mind. This is 
advertise its line of products––Mr. James Charles a most important premise to recognize. A recent pamphlet 
(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/cover-girlboy- published by the American Psychological Association 
james-charles us 57fbf36ee4bob6a43034bd60). Let me (APA) states:
reiterate—James is not a girl; he is a young man willing to “Sex is assigned at birth, refers to one's biological status 
be made up to look effeminate, using Cover Girl cosmetics as either male or female, and is associated primarily with 
for its advertising. physical attributes such as chromosomes, hormone 
Maybelline, not wanting to be outdone, hired a male prevalence, and external and internal anatomy. Gender 

model named Manny Gutierrez as its brand representative. refers to the socially constructed roles, behaviors, 
Manny is also willing to be used for advertising activities, and attributes that a given society considers 
Maybelline's line of cosmetic products, competing with appropriate for boys and men, or girls and women. These 
Cover Girl. Let me be clear: neither of these young men, as influence the ways that people act, interact, and feel about 
far as I know, identify as females. themselves. While aspects of biological sex are similar 
The point is, this just goes to prove the fashion industry is across different cultures, aspects of gender may differ.”

beginning to “push the envelope” of femininity in a rather This idea, of separating the a) biological assignment at 

birth from the b) gender expression, advances and help sort through this twisted and entangled “gender 
promotes the acceptance that we can be a boy/man, or maze.” It was primarily designed to help students and 
girl/woman biologically, but our gender expression can be professors better understand the “differences” that exist 
socially constructed––it is separate––it has nothing to do among people and how they identify and express their 
with our biology. This allows justification that we can be a gender in relationship to their biological natal, or sexual 
male, but act and feel like a female (or vice versa), birth assignment. It's both surprising and astonishing. Take 
depending on how we've been influenced by our social s o m e  t i m e  a n d  v i e w  t h e  d o c u m e n t  h e r e :  
environment. http://www.zerohedge.com/news/2017-02-06/lbbtqia
Ann Oakley initially wrote about this concept, regarding Clearly, this movement is growing, and if you are not 

the distinctions of our sex and gender in 1972. She wrote a “sensitive” to the needs of this approximate 0.6 percent 
book titled Sex, Gender, and Society. This book, along with segment of the population (ref. Williams Institute 2016 
a few others in the 1970s, presented this consideration: that Study), well––you are just simply labeled clueless and 
gender is a product of social influence––that “two need psychological help for your insensitivity and 
sexes”––this concept––is the result of the combination of pinheaded outlook. Sadly, this is exactly what some of the 
“socially constructing” that reality. At the time, this was more tolerant and embracing individuals want you to 
considered a progressive view that was defining new believe; and that's now being advanced by the progressive 
boundaries and bringing into consideration new minded groups promoting this “segmented” portion of the 
definitions and views of how to look at “gender LGBTQ movement!
expression”––an incremental change of paradigm, Gender fluidity is an important concept to accept and 
affording us a new avenue to consider from what was embrace in the transgender world, if you want to 
accepted as the norm within the sciences of psychology understand the logic behind this “gender dysphoria.” And 
and the psychiatric community. the logic goes something like this: Some individuals 
Obviously, this leads one to consider that if this new view experience conflict between their a) biological assignment 

is true, it should then be possible to “deconstruct” the and b) gender identity. If this struggle drives them into 
social norms of two sexes—that of distinct male and significant distress, or diminished social and/or 
female––destroy this binary relationship of distinctive sex occupational functions directly underscored by this gender 
roles, and become a genderless, androgynous society, confusion, obviously then, there is some psychological 
where biological sexual assignment has no relevance to trauma the individual is experiencing––this anguish is 
any sexual difference. We become one and the considered “gender dysphoric.”
same––asexual––embracing each other as equals, and if In the 5th edition of the American Psychiatric 
necessary, finding alternative ways to reproduce, or Associations “Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
perhaps completely stop the reproduction of the human Disorders” (or DSM-5), gender dysphoria is defined and 
species. Obviously, I'm being hyperbolous, but confirmed as this “incongruence between one's 
nonetheless, it's plainly undeniable when framed in this experienced/expressed gender and assigned gender,” but 
new paradigm. including a “clinically significant distress of impairment in 
We may attempt to dismiss this “gender fluid” approach social, occupational, or other important areas of 

or outlook and try to marginalize it, but clearly, it is functioning.” With that said, what is “key” in defining 
becoming much more attractive than one might realize or gender dysphoria is the degree of the struggle––when it 
like to admit. An example of this is Facebook's acceptance becomes distressing, causing a degree of anguish––then it 
of this popular, all embracing move back in 2014, when is considered to be abnormal and now defined as gender 
they began to offer 56 different ways––that's right, 56 dysphoric.
different ways a subscriber might describe an alternative Now, combine this current acceptance into mainstream 
gender, as opposed to the standard binary description of social science, defined as a mental disorder by the DSM-5 
simply male or female. I'm not kidding. Facebook explains document, along with the ideas presented in some of the 
this allows the user to “feel comfortable being your true, more modern day proposals that gender can be socially 
authentic self,” which in today's world is vitally engineered, and you have a means by which to recognize 
important––that of having the freedom to express one's how an environment can be rationalized to nurture 
gender as one “feels.” concessions as “therapeutic” against what would appear to 
The Virginia Commonwealth University's office of be the natural and normal resistance to this 

Multicultural Affairs recently published an LGBTQQIAPP incongruity––this struggle against gender confusion.
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socially engineer gender expression apart from our older, on into adolescence and adulthood.
biological assignment––allows us then, to surrender to this Interestingly, all of this is based on a misappropriated 
mental disorder, enabling us to embrace the dysphoria, premise that the natural sense of resistance and anguish 
thereby legitimizing transgenderism. This is all done in the experienced is not a normal reaction, but rather something 
name of modern science's diagnosis of “mental disorders.” that should be appeased by enabling it to take the course of 
This thereby provides and promotes treatments like accommodating and surrendering to the incongruity––the 

hormone programs and cocktails of drugs, even including gender conflict, regardless of our biology––even if it 
sexual reassignment surgery. Our “healthcare” industry requires sexual reassignment surgery! This is enormously 
can create people into whatever sexual gender they want to unfortunate, and incredibly sad that it's not recognized as 
be, regardless of their biology. And in the opinion of those “thwarting our nature,” but instead, stunningly, considered 
advancing this, they will say, shame on any parent, perfectly normal and acceptable! Oh, how far we have 
guardian, sibling, uncle, aunt, or grandparent, friend, or drifted and how upside down our reasoning––by calling 
otherwise who would not enable and allow, regardless of that which is wrong to be right (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25, 
the God given biology, the gender expression most KJV).
comfortable for the individual. This would be a grave 
injustice to that person, they would argue––it would be So Where Does This Lead Us?
unquestionably abusive, irresponsible, and enormously The humanistic social environment we find ourselves 
emotionally and mentally destructive to the individual, in living in has a counterintuitive affinity toward anything 
the view of those who support this reasoning and that imposes itself as an absolute. This is disappointing but 
methodology. true, because it affords secured and absolute boundaries of 
In light of the social trends, and as disappointing and sad our human associations to be compromised. And in 

as this gender dysphoria is, in the world of “counseling” it particular, when those absolutes are interlinked with 
is discouraged to advise or instruct someone to question something considered spiritual in nature, it becomes even 
this conflict, this struggle, with the intent of reconciling more unacceptable to the secularist.
their gender expression with their God given biology. In Yet, the human genome is very spiritual, regardless of 
fact, it could be considered cruel, and in some cases illegal, how much we relate this definition to the physical. It has 
now that it is categorized as a legitimate mental disorder. everything to do with our mental, emotional, and spiritual 
Consequently, in today's secular and humanistic social well being. The order and functionality of our genes, 
environment, Christian ministers, psychologists, and chromosomes––our full  DNA, including our 
psychiatrists are encouraged to reconcile this conflict by hormones—have everything to do with how we think, feel, 
allowing the individual's confusion to concede to embrace and act. If anything gets “out of balance,” this can possibly 
their dysphoria, thereby enabling them to do what “feels” contribute to some kind of dysphoric proclivity. 
most comfortable for them, even if it results in their gender Unquestionably, there are exceptions and additional, 
expression to be at odds with their natal biology. sometimes extraordinary contributing factors; but suffice 
Unfortunately, this type of therapy and counsel––or as it to say, the human body and mind is an interconnected 

some might describe it, “gross malpractice or child complex chemical and electrostatic organism, that 
abuse”—is indeed growing more prominently since this demands management and self-control, physically, 
new paradigm has been “normalized” through the mentally, emotionally, and spiritually––and far too many 
incremental legitimization of the social science of us are too cavalier about how we take care of managing 
community's acceptance of this gender dysphoria as a ourselves, both physically and spiritually.
legitimate mental disorder. The Bible reveals man is a spiritual species, made in the 
And it's spreading into other areas. National Geographic image of God, with a destiny that allows him access to 

is doing a program and dedicating issues of their immortality if he can achieve a healthy relationship with 
publication to exploring the gender revolution and our his God. But this requires, for any human being attempting 
associated identity. Also, those responsible for instructing this, to overcome his or her natural animosity, resistance, 
our youth––as young as four, five, and six years old––and or dysphoria toward everything God represents and 
are responsible for the upbringing and education of expects of us when building that relationship with Him 
children, be it at home, youth camps, or clubs like the Boy through His grace and forgiveness. Remember, when 
Scouts and Girl Scouts, or in our public schools, are striving for a “healthy” relationship with God, we must 
grossly mismanaging the direction of our youngsters, realize it no longer is about us––but rather, it's about Him 
causing greater confusion in their minds as they grow and what He wants for us. Notice what the apostle Paul 

says, “For to be carnally [fleshy, physically] minded effects. You see, our life's journeys are different from each 
[inclined] is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and other. Each one of us comes to Christ with a unique set of 
peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity [opposed, at circumstances. Our story, background, and established 
variance] against God: for it is not subject [subordinate, personality, particular to us, has been constructed over our 
obedient, submissive] to the law of God, neither indeed can life's experiences and makes us who and what we are. Each 
be” (Romans 8:6–7). of us is required to repent (change) from how we were at 
This is really at the heart of it all, getting right with the start of this conversion process, and then aspire to 

God—and that's not an easy thing to do. It goes against our something that matches the model of Jesus Christ, since we 
nature. Sometimes it requires things we're not comfortable are now accepting His terms. He now becomes our guide, 
with doing. It demands the abandonment of our former example, and standard, astonishingly foreign to us, and 
“comfort zones,” sometimes physically, emotionally, or perhaps disorienting and a bit frightening, especially if 
mentally. Frankly, this is not easy, because you're battling we're used to getting our own way and are comfortably 
your natural behaviors, your natural inclinations––that are ensconced with habits, addictions, moods, methods of 
at variance with God's absolutes. As a matter of fact, we are thinking, or styles of dressing and acting, which are totally 
told those who want the kingdom must take it by force and contrary to the standards and values of God's ways. 
press into it (Matthew 11:12; Luke 16:16). It is a struggle! Obviously, when one finally grasps and understands the 
Throughout God's Word we're told over and over again breadth and scope of God's expectations, it has to be a life 

the life of a Christian won't be easy. It can be filled with changing experience within us that affectionately grows 
pain, anguish, suffering, and sacrifice. We're warned about out of a renewed vigilance and blossoms into a level of 
trials, and not to think it strange to be tried. Notice, commitment and dedication that knows no compromise 
“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial because of our deep respect, love, and affection for Jesus 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened Christ and our Father.
unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Notice what Paul says to the Roman Christians as he 
Christ's sufferings; that when his glory shall be revealed, addresses the human tendency concerning what mankind 
you may be glad also with exceeding joy” (1 Peter thought was right and good with God. “Professing 
4:12–13). themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
But, most importantly, what many don't realize is why this glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to 

is the burden of individuals who choose the Christian corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts and 
way––why Christ said, “If any man will come after me, let creeping things” (Romans 1:21–23). Paul obviously is 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” referencing the enormous amount of idolatry at the time. 
(Matthew 16:24). Keep in mind, to “deny yourself” is an However, today, we could include the humanistic teaching 
incredible challenge! Fighting your own nature can be of evolution as well, and how it denounces humanity being 
brutal. Clearly, the Christian lifestyle is contrary to our created in the image of God, and instead, promotes the idea 
nature, which is basically selfish and prefers the path of we are offspring of the creation that somehow has mutated 
least resistance. It's not easy to “kick against the pricks.” into the human species. God calls this foolishness!
Paul knew that very well (Acts 26:14). Peter explains it this Rather than argue with humanity, since by nature we are 
way, “For as much then as Christ has suffered for us in the adverse to any absolute God reveals, He says this: 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he “Wherefore, God also gave them up to uncleanness 
that has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin” (1 Peter through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own 
4:1). bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God 
Did you get that? Read it again! Anyone who follows into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 

Christ, be prepared––get ready––it will cause some than the Creator who is blessed forever. Amen. For this 
suffering. Why? Because you are going to abandon your cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their 
sinful ways––it's God's mandate on all of us. You are now women did change the natural use into that which is against 
going to follow God's ways on His terms––fulfilling His nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use 
expectations. It won't be easy, because His ways are of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men 
counter to our nature and turning from sin is painful. It can with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in 
be ruthlessly uncomfortable and downright traumatically themselves that recompense of their error which was meet. 
merciless when we actually try to change our thinking, our And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
habits, our proclivities, and lifestyles! knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate [void of 
It has ramifications, consequences, and life-changing judgment] mind, to do those things which are not 
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socially engineer gender expression apart from our older, on into adolescence and adulthood.
biological assignment––allows us then, to surrender to this Interestingly, all of this is based on a misappropriated 
mental disorder, enabling us to embrace the dysphoria, premise that the natural sense of resistance and anguish 
thereby legitimizing transgenderism. This is all done in the experienced is not a normal reaction, but rather something 
name of modern science's diagnosis of “mental disorders.” that should be appeased by enabling it to take the course of 
This thereby provides and promotes treatments like accommodating and surrendering to the incongruity––the 

hormone programs and cocktails of drugs, even including gender conflict, regardless of our biology––even if it 
sexual reassignment surgery. Our “healthcare” industry requires sexual reassignment surgery! This is enormously 
can create people into whatever sexual gender they want to unfortunate, and incredibly sad that it's not recognized as 
be, regardless of their biology. And in the opinion of those “thwarting our nature,” but instead, stunningly, considered 
advancing this, they will say, shame on any parent, perfectly normal and acceptable! Oh, how far we have 
guardian, sibling, uncle, aunt, or grandparent, friend, or drifted and how upside down our reasoning––by calling 
otherwise who would not enable and allow, regardless of that which is wrong to be right (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25, 
the God given biology, the gender expression most KJV).
comfortable for the individual. This would be a grave 
injustice to that person, they would argue––it would be So Where Does This Lead Us?
unquestionably abusive, irresponsible, and enormously The humanistic social environment we find ourselves 
emotionally and mentally destructive to the individual, in living in has a counterintuitive affinity toward anything 
the view of those who support this reasoning and that imposes itself as an absolute. This is disappointing but 
methodology. true, because it affords secured and absolute boundaries of 
In light of the social trends, and as disappointing and sad our human associations to be compromised. And in 

as this gender dysphoria is, in the world of “counseling” it particular, when those absolutes are interlinked with 
is discouraged to advise or instruct someone to question something considered spiritual in nature, it becomes even 
this conflict, this struggle, with the intent of reconciling more unacceptable to the secularist.
their gender expression with their God given biology. In Yet, the human genome is very spiritual, regardless of 
fact, it could be considered cruel, and in some cases illegal, how much we relate this definition to the physical. It has 
now that it is categorized as a legitimate mental disorder. everything to do with our mental, emotional, and spiritual 
Consequently, in today's secular and humanistic social well being. The order and functionality of our genes, 
environment, Christian ministers, psychologists, and chromosomes––our full  DNA, including our 
psychiatrists are encouraged to reconcile this conflict by hormones—have everything to do with how we think, feel, 
allowing the individual's confusion to concede to embrace and act. If anything gets “out of balance,” this can possibly 
their dysphoria, thereby enabling them to do what “feels” contribute to some kind of dysphoric proclivity. 
most comfortable for them, even if it results in their gender Unquestionably, there are exceptions and additional, 
expression to be at odds with their natal biology. sometimes extraordinary contributing factors; but suffice 
Unfortunately, this type of therapy and counsel––or as it to say, the human body and mind is an interconnected 

some might describe it, “gross malpractice or child complex chemical and electrostatic organism, that 
abuse”—is indeed growing more prominently since this demands management and self-control, physically, 
new paradigm has been “normalized” through the mentally, emotionally, and spiritually––and far too many 
incremental legitimization of the social science of us are too cavalier about how we take care of managing 
community's acceptance of this gender dysphoria as a ourselves, both physically and spiritually.
legitimate mental disorder. The Bible reveals man is a spiritual species, made in the 
And it's spreading into other areas. National Geographic image of God, with a destiny that allows him access to 

is doing a program and dedicating issues of their immortality if he can achieve a healthy relationship with 
publication to exploring the gender revolution and our his God. But this requires, for any human being attempting 
associated identity. Also, those responsible for instructing this, to overcome his or her natural animosity, resistance, 
our youth––as young as four, five, and six years old––and or dysphoria toward everything God represents and 
are responsible for the upbringing and education of expects of us when building that relationship with Him 
children, be it at home, youth camps, or clubs like the Boy through His grace and forgiveness. Remember, when 
Scouts and Girl Scouts, or in our public schools, are striving for a “healthy” relationship with God, we must 
grossly mismanaging the direction of our youngsters, realize it no longer is about us––but rather, it's about Him 
causing greater confusion in their minds as they grow and what He wants for us. Notice what the apostle Paul 

says, “For to be carnally [fleshy, physically] minded effects. You see, our life's journeys are different from each 
[inclined] is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and other. Each one of us comes to Christ with a unique set of 
peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity [opposed, at circumstances. Our story, background, and established 
variance] against God: for it is not subject [subordinate, personality, particular to us, has been constructed over our 
obedient, submissive] to the law of God, neither indeed can life's experiences and makes us who and what we are. Each 
be” (Romans 8:6–7). of us is required to repent (change) from how we were at 
This is really at the heart of it all, getting right with the start of this conversion process, and then aspire to 

God—and that's not an easy thing to do. It goes against our something that matches the model of Jesus Christ, since we 
nature. Sometimes it requires things we're not comfortable are now accepting His terms. He now becomes our guide, 
with doing. It demands the abandonment of our former example, and standard, astonishingly foreign to us, and 
“comfort zones,” sometimes physically, emotionally, or perhaps disorienting and a bit frightening, especially if 
mentally. Frankly, this is not easy, because you're battling we're used to getting our own way and are comfortably 
your natural behaviors, your natural inclinations––that are ensconced with habits, addictions, moods, methods of 
at variance with God's absolutes. As a matter of fact, we are thinking, or styles of dressing and acting, which are totally 
told those who want the kingdom must take it by force and contrary to the standards and values of God's ways. 
press into it (Matthew 11:12; Luke 16:16). It is a struggle! Obviously, when one finally grasps and understands the 
Throughout God's Word we're told over and over again breadth and scope of God's expectations, it has to be a life 

the life of a Christian won't be easy. It can be filled with changing experience within us that affectionately grows 
pain, anguish, suffering, and sacrifice. We're warned about out of a renewed vigilance and blossoms into a level of 
trials, and not to think it strange to be tried. Notice, commitment and dedication that knows no compromise 
“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial because of our deep respect, love, and affection for Jesus 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened Christ and our Father.
unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of Notice what Paul says to the Roman Christians as he 
Christ's sufferings; that when his glory shall be revealed, addresses the human tendency concerning what mankind 
you may be glad also with exceeding joy” (1 Peter thought was right and good with God. “Professing 
4:12–13). themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
But, most importantly, what many don't realize is why this glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to 

is the burden of individuals who choose the Christian corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts and 
way––why Christ said, “If any man will come after me, let creeping things” (Romans 1:21–23). Paul obviously is 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me” referencing the enormous amount of idolatry at the time. 
(Matthew 16:24). Keep in mind, to “deny yourself” is an However, today, we could include the humanistic teaching 
incredible challenge! Fighting your own nature can be of evolution as well, and how it denounces humanity being 
brutal. Clearly, the Christian lifestyle is contrary to our created in the image of God, and instead, promotes the idea 
nature, which is basically selfish and prefers the path of we are offspring of the creation that somehow has mutated 
least resistance. It's not easy to “kick against the pricks.” into the human species. God calls this foolishness!
Paul knew that very well (Acts 26:14). Peter explains it this Rather than argue with humanity, since by nature we are 
way, “For as much then as Christ has suffered for us in the adverse to any absolute God reveals, He says this: 
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he “Wherefore, God also gave them up to uncleanness 
that has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin” (1 Peter through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own 
4:1). bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God 
Did you get that? Read it again! Anyone who follows into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 

Christ, be prepared––get ready––it will cause some than the Creator who is blessed forever. Amen. For this 
suffering. Why? Because you are going to abandon your cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their 
sinful ways––it's God's mandate on all of us. You are now women did change the natural use into that which is against 
going to follow God's ways on His terms––fulfilling His nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use 
expectations. It won't be easy, because His ways are of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men 
counter to our nature and turning from sin is painful. It can with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in 
be ruthlessly uncomfortable and downright traumatically themselves that recompense of their error which was meet. 
merciless when we actually try to change our thinking, our And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
habits, our proclivities, and lifestyles! knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate [void of 
It has ramifications, consequences, and life-changing judgment] mind, to do those things which are not 
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convenient [becoming]” (Romans 1:24–28). passions, our lusts, or our terms––instead, it's about God 
Undeniably, this is portraying homosexuality (and by and pleasing Him in our lives. Finding our balance with 

association, a variety of inappropriate sexual habits in this Him is our new mission, and if we can persevere under the 
category) as an “unnatural behavior,” which results from pressures and tensions that come with conversion, 
not retaining a relationship with God and His values in eventually we'll do just fine and come out on the other side 
their minds. Paul describes this void as something harmful a better person for it! And that is what God expects of us.
to the balance of our “nature.” It “messes” with our minds Christ says, “Come unto me, all you that labor and are 
and emotions because we allow ourselves to behave heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).n 
adversely to the natural order of God's intents––all because Those of us who are “heavy laden” and overburdened, 
we don't exercise self control and don't discipline our those of us who are loaded up and having difficulty in the 
lustful inclinations, or weaknesses in our personalities, or conversion process—perhaps are depressed, tense, 
character for whatever reason; and there could be stressed, and overwhelmed. Christ says, “Take my yoke 
legitimate reasons, which can and does include the trauma [obligations, beam of balance] upon you and learn of me 
that comes with the abuse of individuals who are now [study Christ, His model of thinking and living]: for I am 
mentally, emotionally, and/or spiritually damaged. meek [humble, gentle] and lowly [humiliated in 
However, that still doesn't justify enabling the disposition and circumstances] in heart, and you shall find 
“incongruence” or the “perversion” of our natural balance, rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
which in the context of gender identity should be “in light” (Matthew 11:29–30).
balance” with our birth biology. Remember, two wrongs This is His way of encouraging us to recognize we are in 
never made a right. the “throes of change,” and it is a humbling experience; but 

if we take on His obligations and “beam of balance,” we 
So What Are We Saying? will become stable and find rest in our souls eventually. He 
The clear and short answer to this gender conflict and will heal us from the emptiness and ruin of our lives, and 

confusion is to embrace the distress and struggle, consider we will be filled and have a healthy relationship with God 
it healthy and normal; and then prepare mentally, over time, who will fill the void in us and bring peace into 
emotionally, and spiritually, to settle in for the long haul. our lives.
Understand, if we have inclinations to act or behave However, we need to understand that this won't happen 
“unnaturally,” out of sync with our assigned biology, the overnight, or in one day, one week, or even one year. It's 
discomfort we feel is a healthy sign and is naturally taken years in most cases to ruin and mess ourselves up 
expected––it's the right thing to happen and “feel.” So just with the sins we've grown comfortable with. Depending on 
commit to the fight and maintain the discipline to resist the how bad the damage is determines just how much time and 
proclivity, which is fighting our natural born biology and labor it will take to construct new “comfort zones” with 
sexual attraction. Draw close to God––stay focused. Jesus Christ. I can assure you that change won't come 
Commit to your discipleship and follow through with an easily, quickly, or comfortably! Most withdrawals from 
aggressive spiritual strategy to combat your confusion, any addiction—and sin is an addiction—takes hard work 
anxiety, and stress with God and His Holy Spirit as your and an indeterminate amount of time. So again, stay 
partners! focused!
Look, all of us are in recovery. Every one of us has been The best advice we can keep in mind as we embark on this 

damaged in some way to varying degrees due to sin in our journey dedicated to recognizing, resisting, and replacing 
lives. When we come to Christ we're all suffering with the our sins with godly behavior is what Jesus mentions in 
burdens we bring with us. Admittedly, some sins, habits, Luke. Notice: “In your patience possess you your souls” 
addictions, or lifestyles may be more difficult and complex (Luke 21:19). That is the key to successfully managing the 
than others, but that doesn't make it impossible to root it out conversion process with God's Holy Spirit. It will take 
of our personalities, behaviors, and way of life. Remember, time, but that is exactly what God needs and wants. Let 
if God is for you, nothing can stop you if you set your mind Him have the time with you so you can “learn of Him” for 
to it––all things can be done with Christ Jesus as your the benefit of the conversion process to work, so you can 
partner (Romans 8:31; Philippians 4:13). become like Him. Clearly, it will be well worth the pain and 
We know everyone is different, but be assured, we'll never sacrifice for the present, and on into the future. It's the least 

be tested beyond what we can handle (1 Corinthians we can do. It's our “reasonable service,” considering what 
10:13–14). With that said, God expects us to uproot the God is offering! Ω
idolatrous habits in our lives. It's no longer about us––our 

by Lloyd W. Cary

veryone deals with discouragement at some point (Numbers 14:1). Their low spirits came from comparing a 
in his or her life. The highs and the lows are part of seemingly insolvable situation to their resources instead Ewhat makes the human experience rich—if we of God's resources.

didn't experience the lows, we wouldn't appreciate the ●  Rachel could not have children. She blamed her 
highs. husband and finally burst out, “Give me children, or else I 
Discouragement, disappointment, failure, and die!” Rachel's melancholy came from resenting a situation 

setbacks—these are all things that can help us develop she had no power to change.
godly character if we maintain a proper mindset. The key ● David was about to be stoned by his own men when they 
to the Christian life is to learn from these experiences, and 

were distressed about the loss of their wives and 
minimize the amount of time that we allow ourselves to 

possessions. David's low point came through 
stay discouraged.

experiencing rejection and misunderstanding from those 
Some people seem to be able to accept difficulty as a 

he loved. However, we see that “David encouraged 
challenge, and others feel overwhelmed. When we 

himself in the Lord his God” (1 Samuel 30:6).
become discouraged, we are apt to respond unwisely to 

● When the Israelites traveled in the wilderness, the Bible 
situations and people. We withdraw. We complain. We 

says, “ The soul of the people was much discouraged blame. We draw negative conclusions. We quit—or we go 
because of the way” (Numbers 21:4). In this case, they on with the above feelings churning inside us.
were discouraged because they were focusing so much on In the Bible, we read of many people who became 
their difficulties that they lost sight of God's promises and discouraged. Let's look at several examples and see what 
provisions. “Job said, “My soul is weary of my life."”And their discouragement actually came from:
shortly after we hear him asking God, “Is it good unto thee 
that thou shouldest oppress, that thou shouldest despise 

●  Jonah was a depressed and discouraged prophet 
the work of thine hands” (Job 10:1,3)? In light of Job's 

because things were not going his way (Jonah 1:12; 4:3,8). 
enormous trials, we hardly blame him for feeling 

Jonah was overruled by God Himself. Jonah did not want 
depressed. We can certainly sympathize with his 

Nineveh to be saved; he wanted to destroy them. He was 
reasoning that God is not fair in allowing the bitter 

exasperated because he felt all things—including 
experiences I am facing.

God—was against him. He angrily resisted against God's 
● Elijah came to the point of wishing to die (1 Kings 19:4). 

will, but lost.
He was having a “pity party.” He had “had enough.” Two 

●  When the Israelites heard that the Canaanites were 
things contributed to Elijah's discouragement. First, he 

giants and lived in fortified cities, they “ lifted up their 
was physically and emotionally exhausted. Second, and 

voice, and cried; and the people wept that night” 
perhaps more significant, he seems to have pressed on in 

Many in the world today are fighting depression and discouragement. Have you ever felt stressed, down, blue, 
discouraged? Today we live in a busy, stressful, sinful world. It can be discouraging sometimes. We all have trouble 

multi–tasking. God designed our minds so we can concentrate on only ONE thing at a time.
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Take time to study 
God's Word; attend the 
Bible Study sponsored 
by The Church of God 
International in the 
Philippines held every 
FIRST SATURDAY of 
the MONTH at the 
following locations:

EDSA Shangri-La Hotel
EDSA, Mandaluyong City

Time: 2-5pm

New Crown Hotel
Naga City, CamSur
Time: 10am-12nn

Rajah Park Hotel
Cebu City

Time: 9am-12nn

Iloilo Midtown Hotel
Iloilo City

Time: 2-5pm

for more info call 995-0294 
or text 0917-8116365

“Thy word
is a lamp

unto my feet, 
and a light 

unto my path”          

Psalms 119:105

God's work without a clear sense of direction from God. and keep from discouragement.
The Bible records that Elijah ran for his life into the 
wilderness, but there is no indication that this was God's I. REMEMBER WHAT GOD HAS DONE: [THE 
bidding. How many times have we felt “burned out” from PAST]
“running on empty” and declare, “I'm out of here!”?

Psalm 126:3: “The LORD hath done great things for ● At one point, Nehemiah appeared so melancholy that 
us; whereof we are glad.”King Artaxerxes asked him what was troubling him. 

Nehemiah was depressed because he saw the work of God 
● We can keep from discouragement by meditating about going backward. The rebuilding of Jerusalem was very 

dear to Nehemiah, and he told the king that it “lieth waste, what God HAS DONE in the past. We can offer prayers of 
and the gates thereof are consumed with fire” (Nehemiah thanksgiving for what God has done with a sincere 
2:3). How many people today feel angered or discouraged attitude of gratitude.
because certain undertakings—or even churches—they ● The Bible is primarily a history book, showing what has 
have devoted their lives to, turn to naught? been, what is, and what will be. Prophecy is but history 
●  Out of these biblical examples, we can draw some written in advance!

conclusions for avoiding discouragement in our own lives. ● God has created the angelic realm, the heavens, and the 
We need to: earth (Genesis 1:1).
● Realize God has plans far above and beyond what we ●  God gave us His Son to die for our sins. Jesus gave 

grasp in the present. Himself that we might be cleansed from all 
●  Distinguish between the “ changeables”  and “ non- unrighteousness (John 3:16).

changeables”  in our lives. “ Non-changeables”  can be ● The man of faith knows that every good gift comes from 
conditions in our lives that God is allowing for His God—including his health, life, and possessions All are 
purposes. gifts from the hand of God (Romans 6:28; 1 Corinthians 
● Review God's promises and recall ways He provided 4:17; James. 1:17).

for us in times past. “I remember the days of old; I 
meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy II. RECOGNIZE WHAT GOD IS DOING: [THE 
hands” (Psalm 143:5). PRESENT]

● Realize that our friends and relatives may not always 
● We can keep from discouragement by meditating about agree with us—or with God (Romans 8:7). See things 

form God's perspective. Keep our eyes focused on God's what God IS doing presently. A positive attitude will help 
power and resources. us to see the good and expect the best from God.

●  Rejoice that God is working with you—even if you ● Realize Jesus Christ is acting as our High Priest every 

cannot understand it at the time. It is what it is. Realize our day on our behalf. Go to Him often every day.
heavenly Father knows best. ● Remind yourself daily God is alive today. He is working 
● Wait on the Lord's time. Major decisions should never in the lives of those of us who allow Him. We always need 

be based on discouragement, doubt, or fear (Hebrews to be aware of His power and presence (Isaiah 26:3).
11:6). ● God the Father is begetting sons and daughters, children 
● Do not try to “force God's hand” by your “high priority” of God, and bringing them to fruition. Sometimes the 

request or bad attitude (Ecclesiastes 5:2). Realize He has conversion process can be uncomfortable. But know it is 
our best interest at heart. for our overall good (Romans 828).

● Realize that what may appear as a set-back to us may be ●  Be constantly aware God is seeing to it that we are 

God's way of showing us greater plans. Learn to cooperate physically and spiritually nourished each day. His angels 
with the inevitable. watch out over us, but we must do our part; we must BE 

here.
We need to discipline ourselves to meditate—to keep our 

minds STAYED on God, not on circumstances. III. REJOICE ABOUT WHAT GOD WILL DO: 
[THE FUTURE]

Here are three sure-fire ways to see the “Big Picture” 

Joel 2:21 says, “Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord will do great 
things.”

We can keep from discouragement by meditating, or thinking, on what God WILL 
DO—what God has promised!
We must learn to face the future with an attitude of optimistic faith. Faith is believing 

what God says is true. God has promised to help us in time of need, and to give 
strength and courage for all our tomorrows. Relying on God, we can do it!
We are promised eternal life with God. He is preparing wonderful things for those 

who trust in Him. How ironic that the atheist denies God exists; in reality, unless he 
repents, he will not exist!

So, What WILL God Do?

● “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 

written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans 12:19). He will 
punish the wicked. Satan and his minions will finally be put away.

● At His Coming, Christ will resurrect the righteous dead and give them eternal life 

forevermore (1 Corinthians 15:51–53).

● He will establish His Kingdom and His Laws on the earth (Hebrews 10:16).

● He will reward the saints (you and me); we are joint heirs of God (Romans 8:17).

● He will appoint offices for us. He will renovate the earth—it will become like a 

literal Garden of Eden (Isaiah 51:3)!

● There will be no more sickness. The nature of animals will be changed. Mankind's 

long desire for utopia will arise! (Isaiah 65:25; Revelation 21:4).

● There will be a restitution of all things (Acts 3:20–21). “Nevertheless we, according 

to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).

● The whole earth will be filled with the glory of God (Isaiah 11:9; Habakkuk 2:14).

We Christians already know how the story of man will conclude; there is no need to 
be discouraged! We've read the Book: We win! Suggestion: in your private study do a 
word analysis on the word “Joy” (John 15:11).
Here is God's “positive thinking course:” “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 

true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Philippines 4:8). “But 
without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). 
While the world around us seems to be going insane, be thankful that God “hath not 
given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 
1:7).
Whenever you feel discouragement creeping in, meditate—think deeply—on these 

three categories. Actually “see” them in your mind's eye. Think about what God has 
done historically and in your own life, what He is presently doing, and what He will 
soon do. If you actively and persistently mediate on these points you will have more 
peace of mind and will never need to be discouraged! Ω
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● There will be no more sickness. The nature of animals will be changed. Mankind's 

long desire for utopia will arise! (Isaiah 65:25; Revelation 21:4).

● There will be a restitution of all things (Acts 3:20–21). “Nevertheless we, according 

to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).

● The whole earth will be filled with the glory of God (Isaiah 11:9; Habakkuk 2:14).

We Christians already know how the story of man will conclude; there is no need to 
be discouraged! We've read the Book: We win! Suggestion: in your private study do a 
word analysis on the word “Joy” (John 15:11).
Here is God's “positive thinking course:” “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 

true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Philippines 4:8). “But 
without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). 
While the world around us seems to be going insane, be thankful that God “hath not 
given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 
1:7).
Whenever you feel discouragement creeping in, meditate—think deeply—on these 

three categories. Actually “see” them in your mind's eye. Think about what God has 
done historically and in your own life, what He is presently doing, and what He will 
soon do. If you actively and persistently mediate on these points you will have more 
peace of mind and will never need to be discouraged! Ω
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Join us in our weekly worship services

Manila

6th Floor, Peaksun Bldg. 

Princeton St., 

Mandaluyong City 

Saturdays, 2 p.m.

Malolos

Hiyas ng Bulacan 

Convention Center

Malolos City 

Saturdays, 2 p.m.

Naga

New Crown Hotel

Elias Angeles cor. 

P. Burgos St.,

2nd-5th Saturdays

10 a.m.

Alabang

Crimson Hotel, 

Entrata Urban Complex, 

Filinvest City,  2609 Civic Drive, 

Muntinlupa City

Saturdays, 2 p.m.

Iloilo City

Iloilo Midtown Hotel

Yulo St. 

Saturdays, 2 p.m.

Cebu

Rajah Park Hotel

Fuente Osmeña Circle

1st Saturday of the Month

9 a.m. - 12 n.n.

Mindanao

Alzon’s Palace, Maranding 

Lala, Lanao del Norte 

Saturdays 10 a.m.

Brgy. Kiara, Don Carlos, Bukidnon

1st & 3rd Saturday of the Month 

10 a.m. 


